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INTRODUCTION 


The  report  for  1963  contains  statistics  for  comparison  with  other 
areas  or  with  the  Country  as  a whole.  It  is  the  last  of  a series  of  twenty- 
five  reports,  the  first  of  which  was  presented  in  1939. 

The  Urban  Districts  which  are  considered  in  the  report  have 
changed  little  in  character  though  of  recent  years  new  industries  have 
been  introduced  into  Wirral  and  Neston. 

The  three  Urban  Districts  are  essentially  residential  in  character 
and  there  appears  to  be  a never  ending  demand  for  dwellings  built  by 
private  enterprise,  many  of  which  are  sold  before  the  work  of  con- 
struction commences. 

Housing  continues  to  present  many  problems  and  though  as  a 
result  of  the  Rents  Act  the  maintenance  of  tenanted  properties  has 
improved,  there  has  been  no  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of 
privately  owned  houses  available  for  letting.  Consequently  the  prob- 
lem of  shared  accommodation  continues,  and  many  families  are  in- 
adequately housed. 

There  are  elderly  persons  burdened  with  houses  which  are  now 
much  too  large  for  their  needs  and  who  would  welcome  an  opportunity 
of  moving  into  more  suitable  accommodation.  The  provision  of  flats  or 
bungalows  for  these  pensioners  by  local  authorities  results  in  under- 
occupied houses  being  made  available  for  families. 

Further  progress  in  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  has  been  made 
in  Wirral  Urban  District  during  1963. 

It  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  find  suitable  sites  for  the 
controlled  tipping  of  refuse  and  a Working  Party,  consisting  of  the 
appropriate  Technical  Officer  from  the  County  Boroughs  of  Birkenhead 
and  Wallasey,  the  Borough  of  Bebington  and  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Hoylake,  Neston  and  Wirral  has  been  formed  to  make  proposals  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  showed  an  increase  this  year, 
mainly  because  of  an  epidemic  of  measles. 
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FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

For  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been  known  that  the  amount  of 
fluoride  in  drinking  water  affects  dental  health. 

Studies  in  Britain  and  other  countries  have  shown  that  children 
born  and  brought  up  in  areas  where  the  water  naturally  contains 
fluoride  at  a level  of  one  part  per  million  (1  ppm)  have  less  than  half 
the  dental  decay  of  children  in  areas  where  there  is  only  a trace  of 
fluoride.  Their  teeth  are  well  formed  and  of  good  appearance  and  there 
is  strong  evidence  that  the  benefit  of  fluoride  persists  well  into  middle 
age. 

For  generations  these  people  have  enjoyed  normal  health — indeed 
in  some  parts  of  this  country  people  have  been  drinking  all  their  lives 
water  containing  up  to  six  parts  per  million. 

Fluoride  as  it  occurs  naturally  and  as  it  is  used  in  fluoridation  is 
a simple  inorganic  chemical  salt.  It  is  present  in  almost  all  drinking 
waters  and  in  most  foods  and  it  is  a normal  constituent  of  teeth  and 
bones.  Hoylake  water  contains  0.12  parts  of  fluoride  per  million. 

Fluoridation  is  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  water  supplies  to  increase 
the  amount  already  present  to  1 ppm.  The  properties  of  water  to  which 
this  substance  has  been  added  are  the  same  as  those  of  water  in  which 
fluoride  is  naturally  present. 

Studies  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere  have  shown  that 
drinking  water  to  which  fluoride  has  been  added  to  the  level  of  1 ppm 
has  the  same  beneficial  effect  on  teeth  as  water  in  which  the  same 
amount  of  fluoride  is  present  naturally.  Dental  decay  is  cut  by  more 
than  half. 

For  many  years  the  effect  of  fluoride  on  health  has  been  the  subject 
of  extensive  investigation  throughout  the  world.  Every  allegation  of 
harm  has  been  thoroughly  and  carefully  investigated  and  special 
research  studies  have  been  organised.  No  harmful  effects  from  fluoride 
in  water  at  a level  of  1 ppm  have  been  demonstrated. 

Studies  in  this  Country 

The  effect  of  fluoridation  on  this  country  has  been  demonstrated 
by  schemes  undertaken  in  Anglesey,  Watford  and  Kilmarnock.  The 
results  achieved  after  five  years  were  published  in  July  1962  (H.M.S.O. 
Reports  on  Public  Health  and  Medical  Subjects,  No.  105)  and  showed 
that: 

(a)  among  those  children  who  had  had  the  benefit  of  fluoridation 
all  their  lives,  the  average  number  of  teeth  affected  by  decay 
was  cut  by  more  than  half;  nearly  twice  as  many  children  as 
formerly  had  completely  sound  teeth; 
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(b)  no  evidence  of  harm  from  fluoridation  could  be  found 
despite  the  closest  watch  by  all  concerned ; 

(c)  no  technical  difficulties  arose  in  adding  fluoride  to  water 
supplies  and  maintaining  it  accurately  at  a specified  level. 

Views  of  Expert  Bodies 

The  Minister  of  Health’s  expert  medical  and  dental  advisory 
committees  have  strongly  endorsed  the  report  on  the  studies  carried 
out  in  this  country,  and  have  advised  the  general  adoption  of  fluorid- 
ation which  they  are  satisfied  carries  no  hazard.  The  Committees 
comprise  leading  members  of  the  dental  and  medical  professions  in 
this  country,  people  with  long  experience  of  the  careful  and  critical 
assessment  of  the  results  of  medical  research. 

All  these  favourable  endorsements  are  in  line  with  the  conclusion 
reached  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  Expert  Committee  on 
Water  Fluoridation  in  1958  that  ‘The  effectiveness,  safety  and  practic- 
ability of  fluoridation  as  a caries — preventative  measure  has  been 
established’. 

The  Medical  and  Dental  professions  support  fluoridation  of  water 
supplies  and  the  following  professional  and  local  authority  organis- 
ations in  this  country  also  support  fluoridation  without  reservation: — 

General  Dental  Council 
British  Dental  Association 
British  Medical  Association 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
County  Council’s  Association 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations 
Royal  Society  of  Health 
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HOYLAKE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

The  Urban  District  was  constituted  in  1889;  and  on  1st  April, 
1933,  the  Parishes  of  Caldy,  Frankby,  Greasby,  Grange  and  part  of 
Saughall  Massie  were  added. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5,933 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1963)  32,280 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  10,864 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £1,237,337 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  £5,080 

The  area  is  mainly  agricultural  and  residential  in  character.  A 
few  small  industries  including  brickmaking,  laundries,  sheet  metal 
wrorks,  pre-cast  concrete  and  an  artificial  tooth  factory  have  been 
established.  Little  inshore  fishing  is  carried  out  now. 

The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1954 — 1963  in 
Hoylake  : — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000  of  Population. 

1954 

31,080 

2 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+0.1 

1955 

32,050 

50 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+1.6 

1956 

31,560 

4 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.1 

1957 

32,100 

5 

more 

deaths 

than 

births 

—0.1 

1958 

30,010 

92 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+3.0 

1959 

30,360 

51 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+1.6 

1960 

30,900 

74 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.3 

1961 

32,000 

40 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+1.2 

1962 

32,220 

84 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+2.6 

1963 

32,280 

52 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+1.6 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1963 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  32,280,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

474 

244 

230 

Illegitimate 

16 

10 

6 

Totals  .... 

490 

254 

236 

Birth  Rate,  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population 

— 

....  15.1 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  16.6 

■.  '•  • .... 

* ■■  , 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

....  18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

•» 

t ■ 

.... 

...  4.0 

Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

13 

9 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

13 

9 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births 

... 

....  25.8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
England  and  Wales  .. 

and  still)  births  for 

.... 

...  17.3 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

>503 
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Infants  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  10  6 4 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 — 1 

Totals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11  6 5 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  ....  ....  22.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  21.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  hirths  ....  62.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  20.9 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.3 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  37.7 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  ....  — 


Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

438  200  238 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ....  13.5 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  11.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  12.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  89 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ....  ....  Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1954 — 1963 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1954 

383 

12.3 

1955 

562 

11.3 

1956 

403 

12.8 

1957 

406 

12.6 

1958 

386 

12.8 

1959 

422 

13.8 

1960 

416 

13.4 

1961 

463 

14.4 

1962 

433 

13.4 

1963 

438 

13.5 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1963 


Number  of 

Age  Deaths 

Under  4 weeks  8 

Under  1 year  3 

1 year  and  under  5 3 

5 years  and  under  15  1 

15  years  and  under  25  4 

25  years  and  under  35  4 

35  years  and  under  45  10 

45  years  and  under  55  12 

55  years  and  under  65  58 

65  years  and  under  75  106 

75  years  and  over  229 


438 


Total 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1954 — 1963 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births):  — 


Year 

Hoylake 

England  and  Wales 

1954 

20.8 

25.5 

1955 

19.4 

24.9 

1956 

24.6 

23.8 

1957 

22.4 

23.0 

1958 

35.5 

22.5 

1959 

25.3 

22.0 

1960 

18.3 

21.7 

1961 

25.8 

21.4 

1962 

19.3 

21.4 

1963 

27.8 

20.9 

Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months  | 

9—12 

months 

Total 
deaths  1 
under 

1 vear 

Prematurity  .... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

3 

Bronchopneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Accident 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

11 
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Causes  of  Death 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

* — 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

• — • 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

4 

10 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

4 

17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

— 

15 

15 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  .... 

16 

25 

41 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

27 

41 

68 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

57 

44 

101 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

14 

17 

31 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

19 

27 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

13 

17 

30 

24. 

Bronchitis 

11 

10 

21 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- — - 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

12 

21 

33 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

2 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

5 

6 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

- — 

TOTALS 

200 

238 

438 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1963  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


13 


(sqjB3Q  jsao  squqj  jo  sssoxg) 

CN 

O 

10 

in 

CN 

ON 

t-h 

IO 

tJ- 

O 

T"t“ 

tJ" 

CO 

CN 

in 

3SB3J3UJ  JBJnjB^[ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

S9lBM  3?  pUBjSu^  3}B^J 

CO 

IO 

NO 

LO 

O 

O' 

<N 

t-H 

x 

t-h 

t-h 

T-H 

T-H 

O'! 

<N 

T— < 

T“ H 

"-l 

1 

T_ ^ 

T-H 

T“H 

</> 

S9lBA\  puBjSug 

CO 

10 

LO 

Tf- 

O 

NO 

O' 

NO 

11 

SuD 

qjiAY  uosuBduioo 

0 

0 

T-H 

O 

CN 

T— H 

CN 

CN 

<73 

joj  ajb^j  pasipjBpuBac; 

T“l 

T-< 

t-h 

T-H 

t-h 

t-h 

co 

CO 

00 

NO 

00 

00 

N" 

m 

< 

3*BH 

CN 

r— < 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CO 

CO 

N* 

co 

co 

f H 

t— ' 

T—l 

T-H 

t-h 

T-H 

T-H 

T-H 

T-H 

jaquinjsj 

co 

CN 

co 

NO 

NO 

CN 

NO 

CO 

CO 

00 

00 

0 

O 

O 

00 

CN 

NO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

N- 

N- 

S3IBA\  2$  pUElSug  3}B>J 

LO 

ON 

00 

O 

m 

O 

N* 

O 

1h 

lO 

Th 

CO 

CO 

CN 

CN 

/ , 

t-h 

t-h 

O 

V 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

cn 

X 

Ui 

sqjjqg  3Aiq[ 

GO 

NO 

m 

CO 

CO 

00 

CO 

N- 

h 

< 

w 

<u 

"0 

c 

000‘l  J9d  95Btf 

O 

<N 

ON 

^t" 

CN 

CN 

m 

co 

in 

CN 

00 

^H 

10 

<N 

CN 

T-H 

CN 

CN 

D 

Q 

jaquin^q 

00 

OO 

O 

O 

CN 

t-h 

O' 

CO 

T-H 

0 

t-h 

<u 

3 

joijjsiq  ui  pgjajsiSa^j 

CO 

CN 

ON 

T-H 

O 

co 

Th 

00 

m 

O 

00 

ON 

CN 

O 

O 

in 

CO 

u 

<u 

;0^  SJU3piS3>J  jo 

hH 

T“H 

t-h 

T— ' 

T-H 

T’"~’ 

CN 

CN 

CN 

oo 

c 

<73 

}3IJJSIQ  UI  p3J3^SI§3^J 

O 

CO 

O 

00 

CN 

00 

n- 

Ul 

h 

s;u3pis3^j-uoj^[  JO 

co 

CN 

N- 

m 

CN 

CO 

CO 

CO 

jDUjsin  ui  pajajsiSoM 

0 

0 

NO 

00 

CN 

O 

O' 

O' 

NO 

ON 

CO 

VO 

T-H 

T-H 

co 

jsqomjsj  pjoj^ 

CO 

CN 

co 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

CN 

O 

I> 

T-H 

H* 

m 

T-H 

N- 

O 

CN 

S9IBA\  3?  puc|§ug;  3}etf 

I/O 

LO 

10 

NO 

NO 

NO 

00 

00 

t-h 

1 

r”1 

t-h 

T“H 

t-h 

T-H 

S3IBAV  29  puBjSug 

m 

T-H 

CO 

( 

N* 

O 

CO 

NO 

c n 

h-1 

q}iA\  uosuBduio^  joj 

LO 

N O 

nO 

10 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

HH 

E- 

3}E}J  p^SipJBpUBJC; 

T-H 

T-H 

t-h 

t-h 

t-h 

T-H 

T-H 

pi 

ON 

O' 

O' 

m 

00 

O 

T-H 

cq 

91BH 

CN 

<N 

CN 

CN 

m 

m 

m 

m 

NO 

m 

W 

T_l 

t-h 

T-1 

t-H 

1 

t-h 

T-H 

> 

hh 

lO 

CN 

r-> 

t-h 

00 

co 

0 

CO 

asquint 

00 

co 

T— 1 

O 

Tt" 

0 

N“ 

N* 

^1“ 

ON 

■O" 

0 

LO 

T-H 

LO 

O' 

H- 

0 

O 

O 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

jB3A-pipv 

00 

O 

lO 

O 

VO 

LO 

O 

T-H 

0 

NO 

co 

0 

O' 

0 

0 

CN 

CN 

00 

CN 

pajBiuus'j  uonBjndoj 

CN 

r-S 

CN~ 

o' 

o' 

cT 

CN 

CN 

CN~ 

co 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Vt 

10 

NO 

00 

O' 

0 

CN 

co 

03 

LO 

10 

10 

m 

in 

m 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

<1> 

O 

ON 

0 

ON 

O 

O' 

ON 

0 

ON 

ON 

>< 

T-H 

▼-H 

T-H 

t-h 

t-h 

t-h 

14 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 


Details  are  given  on  page  3. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  are  undertaken  by  the 
Chester  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by  County 
Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for  this 

area. 

The  ambulance  service  is  under  Radio  Control  and  is  operated 
from  County  Hall,  Chester.  Telephone  No.  : Chester  26561. 


Home  Nursing 

This  service  is  regulated  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
four  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  them  in  this  area.  The  Hoylake 
and  West  Kirby  District  Nursing  Association  works  independently. 
The  Association  provides  two  trained  nurses  for  work  about  the 
district,  and  subscriptions  from  charitable  persons  and  small  charges 
for  services  rendered  serve  to  support  the  organisation. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 


The  following  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 


Council  : — 

Child  Welfare. 

Place 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Each  Month 

Time. 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

West  Kirby — Parish  Hall,  West- 

Every  Thursday 

2-0  p.m. 

bourne  Road 

Every  Friday 

1-30  p.m. 

Greasby — Methodist  Church  Flail 

Every  Tuesday 

2-0  p.m. 

Newton— Village  Hall  .... 

2nd  and  4th 

Wednesday 

...  1.45  p.m. 

Ante-Natal. 

This  Clinic  is  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in 
conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee 
and  is  held  at  : 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  ....  Every  Tuesday  ....  9.0  a.m. 

The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance. 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Physiotherapist  every  Wednesday  at  1,30  p.m. 

School  Clinic. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  ....  Every  Friday  ....  9-30  a.m. 

(School  Medical  Officer  attends  every  Friday  at  9-30  a.m.) 


Dental  Treatment. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Hearing  Clinic. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  Clinic 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 


Every  Monday 


....  9.00  a.m. 

to  4.00  p.m. 


1st  and  3rd 
Monday 


1.30  to  3 p.m. 


Last  Thursday  ....  9.15  a.m. 

in  month  to  11.30  a.m. 
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Young  Children’s  Clinic. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  1st  Friday 

in  month  ....  9.00  a.m. 


The  following  specialist  clinics  are  provided  for  patients  residing 
in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  : — 

Ophthalmic. 


Place 

Each  Month 

Time 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

2nd  and  4th 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Mondays 

9-00  a.m. 

Orthopaedic. 

Hoylake  Cottage  Hospital 

1st  and  3rd 

9-30  a.m. 

Saturdays 

to 

12-30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd 

9.00  a.m. 

Wednesdays 

to 

12-30  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Every  Thursday 

to 

9-0  a.m. 
12.00 

Paediatric. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Every  Tuesday 

.... 

2-30  p.m. 

Tuberculosis. 

Wallasey — Mill  Lane  Hospital 

Every  Monday 


Every  Tuesday 

Every  Thursday 
Every  Friday 


9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 

2 p.m.  to  5 p.m.  adults  and 
children. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  children 
5 p.m.  to  8 p.m.  adults. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 


Hoylake — Hoylake  Cottage  Hospital. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays  ....  2-30  p.m. 


Venereal  Disease 

St.  James  Hospital,  Every  Monday  2-00  to  0.30  p.m.  Male  and  Female. 
Tollemache  Road, 


Birkenhead. 
(Clinic  Annexe) 

Wallasey,  Mill 
Lane  Hospital. 


Every  Wednesday  10-0  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  Male 

and  Female. 

Every  Friday  2-0  to  6-30  p.m.  Male  and  Female. 
Every  Monday  6.30  to  7.30  p.m.  Females. 

Every  Monday  7.30  to  8.30  p.m.  Males. 
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Hospitals 

The  hospitals  of  the  district,  both  voluntary  and  public,  are  under 
the  control  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Hoylake  is  in 
the  area  of  the  North  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee  which 
administers  the  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  and  Caldy  Manor  Hospital.  The  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  has  an  authorized  bed  complement  of  38.  It  is  staffed  by  the 
practitioners  of  the  district  and  by  visiting  consultants.  It  is  equipped 
for  major  surgical  work  and  has  a modern  X-ray  department. 

Caldy  Manor  Hospital  is  specialized  for  the  treatment  of  heart 
and  circulatory  conditions.  41  beds  are  provided  there,  and  there  is  a 
visiting  medical  and  consultant  staff. 

Other  hospitals  and  institutions  under  the  Board’s  management 
are  available  to  local  residents.  The  hospitals  at  Clatterbridge  still 
admit  a large  number  of  patients  from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the 
hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease 
is  situated  at  Warrington. 

The  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  which  has  not 
been  included  in  the  Regional  Hospital  Scheme,  provides  a number  of 
beds  for  the  emergency  treatment  of  sick  children  from  this  locality. 
This  institution  has  excellent  equipment  and  is  staffed  by  visiting 
Practitioners  and  Consultants.  It  is  provided  with  a steam  disinfector. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange  for 
removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  aged  and  infirm  persons 
who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  Much  time  and  patience  are  needed  in 
order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases  have  been 
investigated.  Hospital  treatment  was  arranged  without  formal  pro- 
cedure under  the  Act. 

Efforts  on  behalf  of  old  people  have  been  made  by  local  voluntary 
organizations,  and  the  meals  on  wheels  service  has  continued  at  both 
Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  under  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service. 
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The  Council  have  converted  a former  blind  home  in  Hoylake, 
Fellowship  House,  into  an  aged  persons  home,  and  administration  of 
this  establishment  is  conducted  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service. 
Two  blocks  of  flats  in  the  centre  of  West  Kirby  are  under  construction 
for  old  people  and  will  be  administered  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service,  the  Council  selecting  tenants.  Some  assistance  has  been  given 
in  caretaking  staff  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  “Over  60”  Clubs 
are  in  being  in  Melrose  Avenue,  Hoylake  and  in  Sandlea  Park,  West 
Kirby. 


Mortuaries 

The  Public  Mortuary  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  situated  in  Carr  Lane,  Hoylake. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 


L ntil  the  31st  September,  1963,  water  was  supplied  to  the  area  by 
two  separate  authorites;  part  by  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council’s 
own  supply  and  the  more  outlying  areas  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water 
Board.  The  Water  Authorities  in  Wirral  have  joined  forces  and  the 
newly  formed  Wirral  Water  Board  came  into  being  on  the  1st  October, 
1963.  Control  over  distribution  is  made  through  the  Northern  District 
Office,  Mill  Lane,  Wallasey.  The  new  Board  now  controls  the  Newton 
and  Grange  Waterworks  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Hoylake 
LTban  District  Council. 


Hoylake  Urban  District  Council’s  Supply 

Work  was  completed  on  the  provision  of  a new  9"  main  from 
Chapel  Road,  Hoylake  to  Greenwood  Road,  Meols,  in  order  that  the 
pressure  at  Meols  may  be  improved. 

The  scheme  of  replacement  of  ball  hydrants  had  not  been  com- 
pleted at  the  time  of  the  take-over,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a scheme  will 
be  formulated  with  the  new  authority  whereby  the  existing  hydrants 
of  this  type  will  be  modernized  at  an  early  date. 


Wirral  Water  Board 

The  sources  of  supply  of  the  Wirral  Water  Board  are  the  River 
Dee  at  Chester,  the  Alwen  Reservoir  in  Wales  and  the  deep  wells  at 
Prenton,  Mouldsworth,  Neston  and  West  Kirby. 

As  in  other  districts  in  the  Board’s  area  of  supply  there  have  been 
complaints  of  taste  from  time  to  time. 

Reports  on  routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
supplied  by  the  Board  regarding  various  sources  of  supply  have  been 
made  to  the  Health  and  Water  Committee  and  the  result  of  such 
examinations  have  been  consistently  satisfactory.  All  the  Boards 
supplies  are  chlorinated. 

With  the  exception  of  a house  on  Hilbre  Island  all  permanent 
dwellings  in  the  district  have  a piped  water  supply.  A few  summer 


20 


bungalows  at  Newton  are  served  by  twro  standpipes.  The  Children’s 
Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  has  an  independent  supply  from  a 
borehole  300  feet  deep  at  the  Home,  and  there  is  also  a borehole 
providing  an  independent  supply  at  the  Deeside  Laundry,  West  Kirby. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public  mains  (a)  direct  to  the  house,  (b)  by  means  of 
stand  pipes,  are  given  below: — 

Dwelling  Houses  Population 

(a)  House  direct  ....  ....  10,850  32,238 


(b)  Standpipes 


14 
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Consumption, 

This  is  estimated  to  be  in  the  order  of  40.0  gallons  per  head  per 

day. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Some  148  properties  have  been  connected  to  the  sewerage  system 
during  the  year. 

A sewer  blockage  in  the  Caldy  area  was  caused  by  tree  roots 
entering  the  sewer  through  defective  joints. 

Flooding  has  occurred  on  several  occasions  in  the  Greenbank 
Road  and  Greenhow  Avenue  areas. 

Negotiations  with  adjoining  Authorities  regarding  the  main 
sewerage  scheme  are  progressing.  The  construction  of  the  fifth  length 
of  trunk  sewer  to  relieve  flooding  in  Newton  has  been  put  in  hand  as 
this  is  independent  of  the  design  of  the  remainder  of  the  system. 


Rivers  and  streams 

The  Cheshire  River  Board  have  made  considerable  improvements 
to  the  Arrowe  Brooke  at  the  rear  of  Brookdale  Avenue. 


* 
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Closet  Accommodation 

Twenty- two  dwellings,  including  fourteen  which  are  occupied  as 
summer  dwellings,  are  provided  with  closets  other  than  water  closets. 


Open  Spaces 

The  District  has  some  232.5  acres  of  public  open  space. 


Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  is  collected  from  every  dwelling  house  each  week,  and  from 
certain  other  premises  three  times  each  week.  A bi-weekly  collection 
is  also  made  from  schools  and  public  institutions. 


Statistics 


Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  was  collected 
Number  of  bins 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  annum 
Average  length  of  haul  to  tip 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  premises 
visited  (per  visit) 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  bins  collected 
(per  collection) 


11,166 
12,510 
10,950  tons 
2\  miles 

£47 

£42 


Salvage  Collected 


Tons  Czvts.  Qtrs.  JC 

Paper  ....  ....  ....  ....  400  10  — 3,303 

Textiles  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 10  — 8 

Baled  Tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  — — — — - 

Total 401  — — 3,311 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Nature  and  Number  of 

Inspection  made 

Notices 

Served 

Result  of 

Service  of 
Notices 

Statutory 

Informal 

Complied 

with 

Outstanding 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.A.) 

871 

39 

116 

124 

31 

(H.A.  Representations) 

169 

— 

6 

6 

— 

(H.A.  Overcrowding  & re-housing) 

97 

— 

2 

1 

1 

(H.A.  Demolition) 

209 

— 

6 

6 

— 

(H.A.  Certs  of  Disrepair) 

4 

— 

3 

3 

— 

(H.A.  Improvement  Grants) 

272 

— 

31 

14 

17 

Aged  Persons  .... 

38 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Agricultural  Premises  .... 

43 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  .... 

57 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Disinfection 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ditches  and  Water  Courses 

40 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Drainage 

543 

14 

12 

23 

3 

Dustbins 

18 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Factories — with  mechanical  power 

163 

— 

20 

19 

1 

— without  mechanical  power 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— building  sites 

40 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Food  Inspection 

114 

— 

12 

12 

— 

Food  Premises — Bakehouses  .... 

55 

— - 

3 

3 

— 

Butchers 

122 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Dairies 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

62 

— 

1 

1 



Restaurants,  Cafes  & Canteens  .... 

70 

. 

7 

5 

2 

Schools,  Hospitals  & Institutions 

19 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Hotels,  Clubs  etc.  .... 

41 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Distribution 

71 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Premises 

321 

— 

28 

22 

6 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers 

48 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

42 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

116 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease 

157 

— 

15 

15 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

68 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Licensed  Premises 

72 

— 

7 

6 

1 

Milk  Samples 

227 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Noise 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

113 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Samples 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Shops 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Places  of  Entertainment 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Convenience 

117 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Rat  Inspections  .... 

608 

— 

13 

13 

— 

Rat  Inspections — sewer  treatments 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  .... 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shellfish  Samples 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops 

184 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Shops  Act — hours  of  opening  .... 

292 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

92 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Swimming  Pools 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Temporary  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

123 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  .... 

225 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Wasps  Nests 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

929 

— 

15 

15 

Total 

7223 

53 

345 

332 

65  | 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

8 

39 



(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

64 

163 

20 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  premises) 

30 

40 

4 

Total 

102 

242 

24 

— 

Defects  Found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

13 

12 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

2 

2 

Total 

26 

25 

— 

1 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 

The  only  factories  of  any  size  in  the  area  are  3 laundries,  a brick- 
works, and  an  artificial  tooth  factory  but  many  small  businesses  come 
under  the  definition  of  factory  and  as  such  are  subject  to  inspection.  A 
copy  of  the  return  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  is  reproduced  on  page  23. 

Licensed  Premises 

There  has  been  a large  amount  of  building  work  during  the  year  in 
licensed  premises.  Extension  and  improvement  of  the  Stanley  Hotel 
was  completed  to  provide  modern  sanitation  and  new  kitchen  and 
catering  facilities  of  a very  high  standard.  New  buildings  are  in  progress 
of  erection  to  replace  the  West  Kirby  Hotel  and  New  Inn,  Greasby. 
The  extensive  rebuilding  programme  during  the  past  six  years  will 
have  provided  four  new  buildings,  and  modernization  and  extension  of 
eight  other  licensed  premises.  Three  other  hotels  were  re-built 
immediately  pre-war  leaving  only  two  small  public  houses  where 
sanitary  and  other  facilities  require  modernization.  Plans  have  been 
received  which  embody  proposals  for  these. 

As  a result  of  the  above  programme  of  modernization,  work  of 
maintenance  is  now  of  a minor  character  and  requests  for  such  work 
were  readily  complied  with. 


Shops  Act,  1912  to  1950 

Inspection  of  shops  in  respect  of  the  requirements  of  the  Shops 
Act  as  to  ventilation,  lighting,  heating  and  sanitary  accommodation 
were  carried  out  simultaneously  with  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

154  separate  inspections  of  shops  other  than  food  premises  were 
carried  out. 

A request  by  the  National  Association  of  Multiple  Grocers  that 
the  Council  rescind  their  Order  fixing  the  weekly  half  holiday  so  far  as 
the  grocery  and  provision  trade  is  concerned  was  not  granted  following 
opposition  by  the  Hoylake  and  District  Chamber  of  Trade. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  compliance  with 
Orders  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  regarding  weekly  half-holiday  and 
Sunday  closing. 

An  Order  of  Suspension  of  closing  hours  of  shops  was  made  by 
the  Council  to  cover  the  Christmas  period. 
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Caravan  Sites 

The  use  of  land  for  camping  sites  is  controlled  by  the  Hoylake 
Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935  and  by  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  1960. 

One  application  was  received  for  use  of  land  as  a caravan  site — 
land  known  as  Poplar  Camp,  Mill  Lane,  Greasby. 

A licence  expiring  on  31st  December,  1964  was  issued  which 
limits  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  3J  acre  site  to  37  and  insists  on 
adequate  sanitary  facilities  and  fire  precautions. 
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Smoke  Abatement 
Clean  Air  Act 

Building  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  61  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  were  made  by 
the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  on  2nd  October,  1959. 

They  provide  that,  only  such  appliances  for  heating  and  cooking 
as  are  suitably  designed  for  burning  “smokeless”  fuels,  shall  be  pro- 
vided in  new  buildings. 

Further  Bye-laws  made  in  1961  deal  with  the  discharge  of  flue 
gases  into  the  atmosphere. 

Unfortunately,  whilst  people  in  the  Boroughs  receive  a grant  for 
the  conversion  of  grates,  owners  carrying  out  the  same  work  in  the 
fringe  areas  without  legal  direction  receive  no  financial  assistance, 
since  these  grants  are  only  available  where  smoke  control  orders  are  in 
operation. 

Modernization  is  however  taking  place  rapidly.  Oil  fired  boilers, 
some  of  a comparatively  high  rating,  are  being  installed  in  many 
houses,  and  the  Council  is  concerned  that  some  cases  have  occurred 
where  the  products  of  combustion  are  being  discharged  at  a low 
altitude.  The  effect  of  present  powers  in  securing  adequate  control  is 
being  closely  observed. 

Notifications  have  been  received  of  the  installation  of  54  boilers 
with  a rating  of  above  55,000  B.Th.U.’s  per  hour  during  the  year. 

Routine  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
following  receipt  of  complaints  action  was  taken  which  resulted  in  the 
conversion  of  the  boiler  at  the  Hoylake  Steam  Laundry  from  hard  fuel 
to  oil  firing. 

The  Council  is  a member  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air 
and  sends  representatives  to  meetings  of  the  West  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee. 


Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Act 

No  complaints  regarding  offensive  smells  from  the  spin-room 
gases  at  Greenfield  Works  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River  Dee  were 
received  during  the  year. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  two  open  air  swimming  baths  in  the  district  which  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Parks  and  Foreshores  Committee  of  the 
Council. 

The  Hoylake  swimming  pool  is  an  enclosed  pool  on  Hoylake 
Beach  adjacent  to  the  Promenade.  Water  which  comes  from  the  sea  at 
high  tide  is  subjected  to  a process  of  mesh  screening,  alumina  ferric 
precipitation  and  mechanical  filtration,  the  whole  of  the  contents  of 
the  bath  passing  through  twice  daily.  Continuous  automatic  chlorin- 
ation takes  place  in  a Wallace  and  Tiernan  Chlorinator,  installed  in 
1956. 

Daily  ortho  tolidine  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Superintendent 
and  at  weekly  intervals  by  this  department.  Samples  are  submitted 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  at  intervals  during  the 
season.  Four  analyses  taken  during  the  year  were  quite  satisfactory. 

The  West  Kirby  swimming  pool  is  merely  a roped-off  area  of  the 
Marine  Lake,  provided  with  diving  boards,  dressing  and  cafe  facilities. 
The  Marine  Lake  which  covers  an  area  of  32  acres  retains  water  from 
the  Dee  Estuary  which  fills  and  replenishes  it  at  certain  states  of  the 
tide.  Two  chemical  and  four  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during 
the  season. 

Results  of  all  samples  were  reported  to  the  appropriate  Committees 
and  to  the  officials  concerned. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : 

(a)  Council  houses  .... 

(b)  Other  houses 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  : 

(a)  Council  houses 

(b)  Other  houses 

Method  employed  : Spraying  with  D.D.T.  Insecticide. 


Hydrogen  Cyanide  Regulations 

No  notifications  of  treatment  of  houses  under  the  above  Regu- 
lations have  been  received. 


Schools 

There  are  2 Grammar,  1 Secondary  and  6 Primary  schools  under 
the  control  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  with  3 controlled  C.  of  E. 
and  1 C.  of  E.  outside  County  Control.  There  are  8 private  day  schools 
and  2 boarding  schools. 

Facilities  for  the  preparation,  cooking  and  serving  of  meals  are 
provided  in  all  except  4 small  private  schools  and  are  of  a good  hygienic 
standard.  All  school  milk  supplies  are  Pasteurised. 

The  standard  of  sanitation  is  good  in  the  majority  of  schools,  the 
exceptions  being  some  older  schools  where  the  question  of  modern- 
ization or  total  replacement  of  the  schools  has  not  been  finally  resolved. 
In  such  cases  the  only  sanitary  conveniences  are  in  the  yard  some 
distance  away  from  the  schools  and  are  out  of  date  and  primitive  in 
character. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  West  Kirby  C.  of  E.  School  are 
unsatisfactory.  The  proposals  for  modernising  them  which  have  been 
referred  to  in  earlier  reports  have  not  been  carried  out. 
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HOUSING 

132  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  by  the  Council  and 
private  enterprise  during  1963,  compared  with  138  during  1962.  Of 
this  number,  19  new  flats  were  erected  by  the  Council.  57  houses  and 
56  flats  by  private  enterprise,  27  of  these  resulting  from  the  conversion 
of  existing  houses. 


During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1963 

— 

57 

57 

No.  of  flats  provided  in  1963  .... 

19 

56 

72 

Total 

19 

113 

132 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  made  since  the  1st 
August,  1945,  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  authorised  the  com- 
mencement of  housing  programmes : 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  since  1st 
August,  1945 

661 

2237 

2898 

No.  of  war  damaged  houses  erected 
since  1st  August  1945 

— 

10 

10 

No.  of  flats  provided  since  1st  August, 
1945  

46 

78 

124 

No.  of  flats  provided  by  conversion 
since  1st  August,  1945 

18 

477 

495 

Total 

725 

2802 

3527 
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Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  completion  of  sufficient  Council 
houses  to  enable  the  back-log  of  re-housing  of  families  from  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  to  be  carried  out.  In  all,  29  families  were  re-housed 
— 25  from  Clearance  Areas,  4 from  individual  unfit  houses. 

Demolition  of  24  houses  were  completed.  28  are  vacant  and 
awaiting  demolition,  delay  being  due  to  single  tenants  not  accepting 

accommodation  offered  (3  tenants  are  holding  up  the  demolition  of  11 
houses)  and  difficulties  of  clearance  area  procedure  where  there  is  a 
multiplicity  of  owners  of  terraces  of  houses. 

Despite  the  progress  made  in  clearing  up  arrears,  the  provision  of 
alternative  accommodation  has  not  yet  been  commenced  in  respect  of 
8 houses  in  Hoylake  Number  Fourteen  Clearance  Area  (Birkett  Road), 
and  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  on  a representation  made  in  December 
1961  in  respect  of  6 houses  in  Village  Road,  West  Kirby. 

It  was  not  possible  to  proceed  with  any  further  large  scale  Clear- 
ance Procedure  as  a result  of  the  Council’s  decision  “that  no  further 

Orders  be  proceeded  with  until  arrangements  are  made  for  the  re- 
housing of  persons  affected  by  Orders  already  approved”. 

The  Hoylake  Number  Fourteen  Clearance  Order,  1961  was 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  without 

variation. 

Official  representations  were  made  to  the  Council  in  respect  of  one 
Clearance  Area — The  Hoylake  Number  Sixteen  Clearance  Area  and 
one  individual  unfit  house  viz.  7,  Village  Road,  West  Kirby,  and  a 
certificate  of  unfitness  was  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
respect  of  one  Council  owned  house  viz.  2,  Greenwood  Road,  Meols. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  revoked  during  the  year. 

RENTS  ACT,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  or  for  revocation 
have  been  received. 


IMPROVEMENTS  GRANT 

All  owners  of  rented  houses  were  circularised  and  interviewed 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  grants  available  for  improvement  of 
their  properties.  Whilst  the  response  was  generally  poor  it  did  result 
in  Standard  Grants  being  issued  in  respect  of  22  houses  to  a total 
amount  of  £1,800  and  Discretionary  Grants  in  respect  of  8 houses  to 
a total  amount  of  £740. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

By  virtue  of  an  Order  made  in  1955  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1959,  only  certain  specifically 
designated  milks  are  authorised  to  be  sold  in  the  district,  and  these 
designations  are  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised. 

The  County  Council,  who  have  been  responsible  for  the  licensing 
and  supervising  of  milk  pasteurising  plants  and  sterilization  plants 
within  its  area,  have  now  taken  over  the  duty,  formerly  carried  out 
by  the  district  councils,  of  licensing  and  sampling  of  designated  milk 
from  local  distributors. 

This  Council  decided  to  exercise  its  own  powers  of  sampling  at 
present  and  the  result  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below. 

Methylene  Blue  tests  on  one  sample  each  of  Channel  Islands 
(Pasteurised),  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Farm  Bottled  milk  were  void. 

Three  complaints  were  received  in  the  department  regarding 
dirty  bottles  of  milk.  In  two  cases  the  suppliers  were  cautioned  and 
the  third  complaint  was  referred  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  suppliers  who  were  fined  .£20  and 
ordered  to  pay  £3  5s.  the  Magistrates  finding  the  case  proved. 


Number 

of 

Samples 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phos- 

phatase 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Turbidity 

Brucella 

Abortus 

Designation 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Positive 

Negative 

Passed 

Failed 

Positive 

Negative 

Sterilised 

27 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

53 

52 

— 

53 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

70 

61 

9 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.  T. 

Pasteurised 

71 

67 

— 

71 

Totals 

221 

180 

9 

124 

— 

14 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  this  district.  The  Council  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  existing  arrangements  are  adequate  whereby, 
home  killed  meat  is  obtained  by  butchers  who  require  it  (a)  from 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  districts  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  St. 
Asaph,  (b)  from  public  abattoirs  at  Liverpool,  Birkenhead  and  Chester. 

Butchers  shops  now  number  23  with  7 self-service  retail  premises 
using  cutting-up  rooms  at  the  rear  where  meat  is  pre-packed  prior  to 
self-service  in  the  main  part  of  the  premises. 

The  frequency  of  visits  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year 
as  previously  and  various  improvements  in  storage,  fittings  and  equip- 
ment have  been  obtained  informally.  Major  improvements  of  shop 
premises  in  one  case  by  enlargement  and  in  another  by  renewal  of 
floor  and  wall  surfaces  were  effected. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 

51  surrender  notes  were  issued  relative  to  unsound  food,  details 
of  which  are  appended.  Disposal  was  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


Commodity  Surrendered 

Quantity 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Tins  Tomatoes 

49  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Fruit 

119  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Vegetables 

31  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Soup  .... 

10  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Milk 

17  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Fish 

43  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

'Fins  Meat  .... 

88  tins 

Blown,  damaged  or 

decomposed 

Meat 

190  lbs. 

Decomposed  or  contaminated 

Jars  Jam 

1 3 jars 

Tainted 

Bottles  Sauces 

1 bottle 

Decomposed 

Packets  Cereals 

10  packets 

Rancid 

Frozen  Foods  Total  Value 

£73  Is.  Od. 

Defrosted  and  unmarketable 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Food  Preparation  and  Retail  premises  in  the  district  may  be 
classified  as  follows  : 


Bakehouses 

9 

Butchers 

23 

Confectionery  and  Cakes 

17 

Chemists 

14 

Clubs 

18 

Dairies  .... 

28 

Fishmongers  .... 

8 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  ... 

5 

Greengrocers  .... 

23 

Grocers 

69 

Hospitals  and  Institutions 

9 

Licensed  Premises 

23 

Milk  Bars 

3 

Residential  Hotels 

8 

School  Kitchens 

14 

Sweet  Shops  .... 

44 

Wines  and  Spirits 

11 

Premises  Registered  are  as  follows  : — 

For  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  etc ....  23 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Fried  Fish  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Ice  Cream  Retail  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  102 
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The  standard  of  food  premises  has  been  maintained  at  a high 
level  throughout  the  district.  Plans  submitted  for  new  buildings  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  food  trade  are  checked,  as  a matter  of 
routine,  for  compliance  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  rate  of  inspection  of  such  premises  has  been  reasonably 
frequent,  a total  of  927  visits  having  been  made  for  the  purpose. 

Improvement  of  vehicles  used  in  food  distribution  has  again 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  inspectors  and  the  improvement  noted 
last  year  has  been  kept  up. 

Co-operation  has  been  received'  by  the  department  from  all 
sections  of  the  food  trade. 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  the  condition  in  which  food 
was  sold  to  the  public  again  increased,  and  whilst  a number  of  these 
complaints  were  investigated  and  dealt  with  by  warnings  the  Health 
Committee  decided  to  prosecute  in  two  cases  where  previous  warnings 
had  been  given. 

One  firm  was  fined  ^10  and  costs  for  the  sale  of  mouldy  cake,  and 
another  was  fined  ^10  and  costs  for  the  sale  of  tea  affected  by  mould. 

In  addition  8 complaints  were  referred  to  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  and  were  dealt  with  by  warnings. 
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ICE  CREAM 

There  are  two  local  manufacturers  on  the  register  and  both  use 
the  Cold  Mix  method  of  preparation  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  102  dealers  on  the  register  and  6 manufacturers  outside 
the  district  supply  them. 

95  samples  of  ice  cream  and  20  samples  of  water  ices  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Bacteriologist  and  the  results  are  tabulated  below. 
Unsatisfactory  grading  of  4 samples  were  the  subject  of  correspondence 
between  the  department  and  the  local  and  multiple  firms  concerned. 
All  samples  of  lolly  ices  were  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream 


Grade 

Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 

F.B. 

Samples 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Coli 

Local 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

External 

89 

67 

18 

4 

— 

— 

95 

72 

19 

4 

— 

— 

Water  Ices 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Un- 

satisfactory 

Local 

6 

6 

— 

External 

14 

14 

— 

20 

20 

— 
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Adulteration 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1963. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Aspirin  Tablets 

2 



Apples 

1 

— 

Apricots 

1 

— 

Agarol 

1 

— 

Aludrox  Tablets 

1 

— 

Alophen  Pills  .... 

1 

— 

Butter  .... 

1 

— 

Carrots 

1 

— 

Cabbage 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat  .... 

1 

— 

Cheshire  Cheese 

1 

— 

Cauliflower 

1 

— 

Codis  Tablets.  .. 

1 

— 

Cheese... 

1 

— 

Flour,  S.R 

1 

— 

French  Mustard 

1 

— 

Fish  Portions — Frozen 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

— • 

Instant  Coffee 

1 



Jam,  StrawTerry 

1 

— 

Jelly,  Table  .... 

1 

— 

Lettuce 

1 

— 

Limeade 

1 

— 

Lard 

1 

— 

Milk  

72 

3 

Milk,  Evaporated 

1 

— 

Margarine 

Milk  bottle  containing  foreign 

1 

object 

1 

1 

Minced  Turkey  in  jelly 

1 

— 

Pepper... 

1 

— 

Peaches,  tinned 

1 

— 

Potted  Beef  with  Butter 

1 

— 

Pickles,  Mixed  Clear  ... 

1 

— 

Rum  .... 

2 

— 

Sweet  Picalilli 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Beef 

2 

— 

Sausage,  Pork.  .. 

2 

— 

Salad  cream  .... 

1 

— 

Sprouts,  Frozen 

1 

— 

Strawberries,  Frozen  ... 

1 

— 

Tomatoes 

1 

- — 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

1 

— 

Totals  ....  1 

119 

4 
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Particulars  of  non-standard  samples 


Hoylake  Urban  District 


No. 

Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Milk 

Contained  a large  piece  of  milk 
solids  and  mould — also  finely 
divided  foreign  matter  (clotted 
milk  fungus.) 

Dairy  fined  £20  & 
£3  5s.  Od.  costs 

2 

Milk  bottle 
with  foreign 
objects 

The  objects  consisted  of  frag- 
ments of  iron  together  with 
oxide  of  iron 

Dairy  cautioned 

3 

Milk 

The  milk  contained  1 wasp  and 
some  miscellaneous  dirt 

Dairy  cautioned 

4 

Milk 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent. 

No  action 

Shellfish 

The  gathering  of  cockles  from  the  foreshores  at  Meols  has  again 
taken  place  on  a large  scale.  This  part  of  the  foreshore  is  subject  to  an 
Order  made  under  the  Shellfish  Regulations  by  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority  who  are  responsible  for  its  administration.  Gathering 
has  also  taken  place  intensively  on  the  West  Kirby  and  Caldy  fore- 
shores which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Chester  Port  Health  Authority 
where  no  Order  is  in  operation. 

Whilst  practically  all  shellfish  obtained  locally  for  sale  are  processed 
in  establishments  at  Scarisbrick  and  Hoylake  approved  by  the  Liverpool 
Port  Health  Authority,  the  Council  have  suggested  to  the  Chester  Port 
Health  Authority  that  there  is  a need  for  an  Order  in  respect  of  layings 
at  West  Kirby  and  Caldy,  not  only  on  the  grounds  of  the  desirability 
for  uniformity  but  since  both  areas  could  be  affected  by  sewer  outfalls 
on  the  foreshores.  The  Chester  Port  Health  Authority  have  not  agreed 
to  the  recommendation. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  free  treatment  of  domestic  premises  for  rats  and  mice  was 
maintained.  89  complaints  (as  against  126  last  year)  being  received. 
Refuse  tips,  waste  lands  and  other  Council  owned  properties  received 
routine  inspection  and  treatment  where  necessary.  Private  rodent 
control  firms  provide  a service  for  agricultural  holdings. 


The  number  of  actual  infestations  dealt  with  are  listed  below  : 
Dwelling  Houses  (inch  Council  Houses)  ....  86 

Business  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Agricultural  Land  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Local  Authority  Property  ...  ....  ....  6 

Total  110 


Agriculture  (Safety  Health  & Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

43  visits  to  agriculture  premises  were  made  under  the  above  Act. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

356  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  occurred 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  table  overleaf. 
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Food  Poisoning 

1 TOTALS 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1963 


Note  : 

Notified  before  death. 


Tuberculosis 
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NESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Neston  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  in  1894  and  was 
extended  on  1st  April,  1933,  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Parish  of  Ness 
and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Burton,  Puddington,  Eastham,  Willaston, 
Raby  and  Thornton  Hough. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


.Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8,497 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid- 1963)  13,260 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  4,090 

Rateable  value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £483,204 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  £1,986 


The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural.  The  aforetime  occupa- 
tion of  fishing  still  predominates  at  Parkgate.  There  are  a number  of 
scholastic  institutions.  Light  industries  of  a type  new  to  the  district 
have  been  established. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1954 — 1963  in 
Neston  : — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000 

of  Population 

1954 

10,060 

40 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.0 

1955 

10,240 

43 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.2 

1956 

10,400 

52 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+5.0 

1957 

10,790 

42 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+3.8 

1958 

10,920 

54 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.9 

1959 

11,190 

76 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.7 

1960 

11,550 

74 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.4 

1961 

12,080 

103 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+8.5 

1962 

12,760 

103 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+8.0 

1963 

13,260 

100 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+7.5 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1963 


These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  13,260,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

.... 

....  244 

117 

127 

Illegitimate 

••  •• 

7 

4 

3 

Totals  ....  .... 

....  251 

121 

130 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ....  18.9 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  19.2 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ....  ....  2.7 


Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

.... 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ....  .... 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ....  11.8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales  17.3 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  254 
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Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

7 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . .. 

7 

1 

6 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  27.8 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  28.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  20.9 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.9 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23.6 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  — 


Deaths 


Total  Males  Females 

151  81  70 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  11.3 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  11.6 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  12.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  . ..  ...  . ..  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1954 — 1963 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1954 

110 

10.9 

1955 

148 

14.5 

1956 

114 

11.0 

1957 

129 

11.9 

1958 

130 

11.9 

1959 

120 

10.7 

1960 

129 

11.1 

1961 

121 

10.0 

1962 

152 

11.9 

1963 

151 

11.3 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1963 


Number  of 

Age  Deaths 

Under  4 weeks 3 

Under  1 year  4 

1 year  and  under  5 — 

5 years  and  under  15  1 

15  years  and  under  25  3 

25  years  and  under  35 2 

35  years  and  under  45 2 

45  years  and  under  55  10 

55  years  and  under  65 22 

65  years  and  under  75 38 

75  years  and  over  66 


151 


Total 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1954 — 1963 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births): — - 


Year 

Neston 

England  and  Wales 

1954 

20.0 

25.5 

1955 

41.9 

24.9 

1956 

18.1 

23.8 

1957 

23.3 

23.0 

1958 

16.3 

22.5 

1959 

30.6 

22.0 

1960 

19.7 

21.7 

1961 

17.8 

21.4 

1962 

15.6 

21.4 

1963 

27.8 

20.9 

Infantile  Deaths 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
are  shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Prematurity  .... 

2 

2 

Septicaemia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchiolitis... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

7 
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Causes  of  Death 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— • 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

_ — 

■ — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

■ ' 

1 

1 

neoplasms  .... 

4 

8 

12 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

- — ■ 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

13 

16 

29 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

24 

8 

32 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

8 

7 

15 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

5 

7 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

2 

8 

10 

24.  Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

• — 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

• — 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- — 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

— 

— 

— 

diseases 

7 

6 

13 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

81 

70 

151 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1963  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers 

Details  are  given  on  page  3. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  were  undertaken  by  the 
Chester  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken 
by  County  Officers. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for 
this  area.  The  ambulance  service  is  under  Radio  Control  and  is 
operated  from  County  Hall,  Chester.  Telephone  No.  Chester  26561. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
three  District  Nurse  Midwives  and  two  Midwives  are  employed  to 
serve  this  Urban  District. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 


The  following  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  : — 


Place  Each  Month 

School  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock  Lane,  2nd  and  4th 
Neston  ....  Tuesday 


Young  Children’s  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock  Lane,  1st  and  3rd 
Neston  ....  Tuesday 


1 ime 


10  a.m. 


10  a.m. 
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Place 

Each  Month  Time 

Child  Welfare 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock 

Lane,  Neston 

..  Every  'Thursday  ....  1-30  p.m. 

Red  Cross  Depot, 
Willaston  .... 

. 1st  and  3rd  Fridays  2-15  p.m. 

Ante-Natal 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  are  held  at  : — 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock 

Lane,  Neston  ....  ....  Every  Monday  ....  9-0  a.m. 

(The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance) 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Midwife  every  Friday  at  2.15  p.m. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 

..  Every  Monday  ....  2 p.m.  Adults 
Every  Tuesday  ....  2 p.m.  Adults 
Every  Thursday  ....  9.30  a.m.  Child- 
ren and 
to  2-00  p.m.  Adults 

Paediatric 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 

..  Every  Thursday  ....  2-30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 

..  2nd  and  4th 

Monday  ....  2-00  p.m. 

Dental 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 

Every  Tuesday  ....  9-0  a.m.  to  12-0 

noon. 

Hearing  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 

..  2nd  and  4th  ....  9.0  a.m.  to  12.0 

Tuesdays  ....  noon. 

Red  Cross  Depot, 

Willaston 

4th  Tuesdays 
..  (alternate  months 
from  February)  ....  9.0  a.m. 
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Place 

Each  Month 

Time 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 

..  Every  Monday 

. 1.30  p.m. 

Cleaver  Hospital 

Every  Tuesday 

. 1.30  p.m. 

Every  Thursday  ... 

. 1.45  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases 

St.  James  Hospital, 

..  Every  Monday 

2-00  p.m.  to 

Toll em ache  Road, 

6.30  p.m. 

Birkenhead. 

Male  and  Female 

(Clinic  Annexe) 

Every  Wednesday 

10-0  a.m.  to 

12-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female 

Every  Friday 

2-0  p.m.  to 

6-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary 

. Every  Alonday 

. 4.30  p.m. 

Females 

Every  Wednesday 

5.0  p.m. 

Males 

Every  Saturday  ... 

. 11.0  a.m. 

Males 

53 


Hospitals 

The  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  is  to  be 
closed. 

The  hospital  at  Clatterbridge  admits  patients  from  this  area  and 
others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Birkenhead,  Liverpool  and  Chester. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease  is  at 
Warrington. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange 
for  removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  of  aged  and  infirm 
persons  who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not 
receiving  proper  care  and  attention.  Much  time  and  patience  are 
needed  in  order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases 
have  been  investigated,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  hospital 
treatment  where  necessary. 


Mortuaries 

There  is  a mortuary  at  the  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial 
Cottage  Hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

Until  the  31st  September,  1963,  water  was  supplied  to  the  area 
by  two  separate  authorities;  part  by  the  Neston  Urban  District  Council’s 
own  supply  and  the  more  outlying  areas  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water 
Board.  The  Water  Authorities  in  Wirral  have  joined  forces  and  the 
newly  formed  Wirral  Water  Board  came  into  being  on  the  1st  October, 
1963.  The  new  Board  now  controls  the  Lees  Lane  Waterworks  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Neston  Urban  District  Council. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  water  scarcity  which  occurred  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
in  1959  emphasises  the  need  for  constant  review  of  the  storage  capacity 
of  reservoirs.  The  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population  will 
increase  with  the  rise  in  living  standards  and  the  reduction  in  the 
numbers  of  houses  without  baths  and  a hot  water  supply.  Apart  there- 
fore from  increased  demand  as  the  result  of  new  building,  it  is  important 
to  recognise  and  to  plan  for  consumption  on  a scale  in  excess  of  that 
formerly  regarded  as  normal. 

Mostyn  House  School  has  a private  supply  of  water  from  an 
artesian  well  at  the  school,  and  there  is  also  an  independent  supply 
from  a deep  well  at  the  Neston  Laundry. 

None  of  the  waters  supplied  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  and  the 
Analyst’s  reports  have  revealed  no  evidence  of  contamination. 

Every  house  has  a piped  supply  from  the  public  mains.  Details 
are  given  below 

Dwelling  Houses  Population 

(a)  House  direct  ....  ....  ....  4,090  13,260 

(b)  Standpipes  ....  ....  ....  — — 

Consumption 

It  is  estimated  that  the  water  supplied  represents  a consumption 
of  approximately  40  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Sewer  extensions  are  required  to  provide  main  drainage  in  those 
parts  of  the  district  where  development  has  taken  place  resulting  in 
aggregations  of  dwellings  draining  to  private  disposal  works.  The  nature 
of  the  subsoil  and  the  absence  of  suitable  gradients  render  deficient 
the  disposal  of  the  effluents  from  these  installations,  many  of  which 
are  in  any  event  obsolete  being  of  the  so  called  “upward  flow”  type. 

The  Council  has  recognised  the  need  to  extend  sewage  disposal 
works  to  deal  with  increasing  development  and  has  called  for  a report 
on  the  work  necessary  to  provide  adequate  treatment  facilities  for  the 
increased  volume  of  sewage. 


Rivers  and  streams 

There  is  no  gross  pollution  of  streams.  The  district  is  not  subject 
to  serious  flooding  although  in  a few  places  after  periods  of  abnormally 
heavy  and  prolonged  rainfall  ditches  and  surface  water  drains  do  be- 
come surcharged. 


Closet  Accommodation 

In  rural  parts  of  the  district  remote  from  sewers  a few  pail  closets 
and  chemical  closets  are  in  use.  The  number  are  diminishing  year 
by  year. 


Open  Spaces 


The  District  has  some  68.0  acres  of  public  open  space. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

The  scale  of  the  problem: 

(a)  Quantity 

The  quantity  of  refuse  is  a variable  factor  and  differs  to  a surprising 
degree  from  one  area  to  another.  The  most  reliable  estimate  that  can 
be  gleaned  from  the  Costing  Returns  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & 
Local  Government  is  that  some  16  cwts.  arise  from  each  thousand  of 
the  population  every  single  day  of  the  year.  On  this  basis  it  can  be 
calculated  that  the  total  annual  tonnage  of  house  refuse  from  the 
Urban  District  is  estimated  at  3,650  tons. 

If  this  were  deposited  on  the  Cricket  Ground  at  Parkgate  it  would 
cover  it  to  a depth  of  3 feet. 

The  trend  is  for  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  refuse  with  a corres- 
ponding decrease  in  weight  and  this  phenomenon  is  likely  to  continue 
so  long  as  modes  of  living  become  more  and  more  sophisticated  and 
the  standard  of  life  continues  to  rise. 

(b)  Nature 

An  analysis  of  refuse  from  a residential  area  shows  the  change 
which  took  place  between  1950  and  1958. 


Classification 

26/10/50 

14/10/58 

°/ 

/o 

°/ 

Fine  Dust  (less  than  5/1 6th  in.) 

40.13 

34.98 

Cinders  (5/1 6th  in. — f in.) 

17.14 

12.42 

Cinders  (over  § in.) 

6.16 

2.95 

Vegetable  and  other  putrescible  matter 

10.37 

8.01 

Paper 

6.53 

14.60 

f Food  containers  .... 

2.34 

4.78 

Metals  < Other  containers  .... 

0.66 

0.97 

Other  metals 

1.14 

2.92 

Textiles  .... 

0.86 

2.39 

Unbroken  bottles 

3.93 

4.23 

Broken  glass 

1.04 

1.02 

Bones 

0.53 

0.09 

Combustible  debris 

1.40 

2.90 

Incombustible  debris  ... 

7.77 

7.74 

100.00 

100.00 

The  noteworthy  changes  are  the  lower  dust  and  cinder  content;  the 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  vegetable  and  other  putrescible  matter  the 
substantial  increase  in  the  paper  and  in  the  metal  food  container  content. 

As  a consequence  of  the  change  in  the  charactor  of  the  refuse  its 
density  has  changed  also;  whereas  in  1950  a cubic  yard  of  refuse 
weighed  4.69  cwts.  in  1958  the  weight  had  fallen  to  3.54  cwt. 
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Historical 

Primeval  man  was  not  much  concerned  with  hygienic  consider- 
ations in  the  disposal  of  his  refuse;  he  simply  dropped  it  on  the  floor  of 
his  cave  dwelling  or  threw  it  from  the  entrance  to  his  rude  hut  were  it 
accumulated  to  the  delight  of  modern  archaeologists  who  are  able  to 
deduce  from  such  remains  what  manner  of  people  were  responsible  for 
its  origin.  No  doubt  early  man  discovered  that  to  live  cheek  by  jowl 
with  the  discarded  remnants  of  his  hunting  trophies  led  to  a life  which 
was  both  short  and  nasty  and  doubtless  his  solution  of  the  problem  was 
to  move  to  another  site  until  that  too  became  untenable.  But  man’s 
gregarious  instinct  soon  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  preferable 
to  remove  his  refuse  rather  than  himself  from  his  place  of  habitation 
and  so  the  principle  was  established  that  ground  which  is  to  be  dwelt 
upon  must  be  free  from  accumulation  of  filth.  See  Deuteronomy  Ch.  23 
vs.  12-14.  The  husbandman  recognised  the  value  of  animal  refuse  in 
his  agricultural  pursuits  and  Arthur  Young  in  his  “Six  month’s  Tour 
through  the  North  of  England”  records  that  at  Hull  in  1770  town 
refuse  was  selling  for  five  shillings  a load. 

Around  London  it  was  discovered  that  the  admixture  of  town 
refuse  with  clay  formed  a very  valuable  brick  making  material  and  the 
huge  dust  heaps  accumulated  by  refuse  contractors  around  the  Aletro- 
polis  became  extremely  valuable  particularly  in  the  period  1814-15 
when  bricks  were  sent  to  Russia  for  the  rebuilding  of  Moscow  after 
its  destruction  in  the  Napoleonic  invasion. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  population  and  its  concentration  in  the 
manufacturing  towns  which  grew  up  in  consequence  of  the  industrial 
revolution  the  waste  material  became  an  embarrassment  rather  than 
an  asset  and  instead  of  being  a source  of  revenue  to  local  authorities 
its  removal  and  disposal  became  an  expense. 

Methods  of  disposal 

There  are  various  methods  in  use  for  the  disposal  of  town  refuse 
but  they  have  one  factor  in  common.  In  the  last  resort  a proportion 
at  least  has  to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping.  This  is  inescapable  unless  a 
system  can  be  devised  to  shoot  the  refuse  into  outer  space  and  allow  it 
to  burn  up  on  re-entry  into  the  earth’s  atmosphere. 

The  accepted  methods  of  disposal  are: — 

i.  Tipping 

ii.  Incineration 

iii.  Composting 
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i.  Tipping 

As  a method  of  disposal  is  universally  accepted  as  the  simplest  and 
the  cheapest  system  adopted.  Apart  from  the  advantages  of  simplicity 
and  cheapness  it  has  the  advantage  that  by  its  use  low  lying  land  can 
be  uplifted  and  rendered  productive  as  agricultural  land  or  used  for 
playing  fields  or  other  open  spaces. 

The  disadvantages  are  (1)  that  considerable  areas  of  land  are 
required.  It  can  be  stated  as  a general  rule  that  one  acre  of  land  at  a 
six  foot  fill  is  required  for  each  10,000  of  population  per  annum; 

(2)  there  is  destruction  of  amenity  whilst  the  operation  is  in  progress 
and  with  the  spread  of  residential  development  it  is  virtually  impossible 
to  find  sites  within  reasonable  transport  distance  to  built  up  areas 
where  tipping  can  be  carried  out  without  the  possibility  of  complaint; 

(3)  there  is  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  primary  cover  for  daily 
sealing  of  the  tip  face;  (4)  there  is  a growing  public  awareness  that 
tipping  is  a barbarous  practice  and  that  in  this  day  and  age  the  des- 
poliation of  the  countryside  by  this  method  should  no  longer  be 
tolerated. 

The  landward  areas  of  the  Urban  District  have  been  surveyed 
again  and  again  in  an  endeavour  to  find  additional  sites.  That  there  are 
none  free  from  objection  is  to  oversimplify  the  situation.  The  plain 
fact  is  that  there  are  none  at  all.  The  present  tip  in  Smithy  Lane, 
Willaston,  will  at  the  most  last  for  12  months.  The  Council  is  seeking 
planning  permission  to  use  a series  of  ponds  on  the  Wood  Park  Farm 
Estate  of  the  Liverpool  University  to  the  use  of  which  the  owners  have 
consented.  If  permission  is  granted  the  area  will  provide  space  for 
only  two  to  three  years  and  in  any  event  the  operation  is  likely  to  prove 
costly  because  of  the  necessity  to  pump  the  ponds  dry  before  tipping 
commences. 

From  time  to  time  mention  is  made  of  the  expanse  of  salting  as  a 
possible  tipping  site.  The  uplifting  of  the  marsh  is  technically  feasible 
but  at  inordinate  cost.  Moreover  on  closer  examination  there  is  not 
the  unlimited  scope  for  reclamation  that  appears  at  first  blush.  The 
maximum  depth  of  fill  along  the  whole  of  the  littoral  in  the  urban 
district  would  not  exceed  8 feet;  the  average  fill  is  in  the  region  of  3 
to  4 feet.  Furthermore  the  tides  cover  the  marsh  periodically  and  a 
retaining  wall  would  be  necessary  to  contain  the  material  to  prevent  it 
being  washed  away.  Provision  would  have  to  be  made  for  the  treatment 
of  liquor  seeping  through  the  tip  to  avoid  polluting  the  estuarial  water. 
Culverts  would  be  necessary  to  carry  land  drainage  through  the  up- 
lifted area.  In  addition  the  exposed  nature  of  the  site  would  render 
the  control  of  paper  from  the  tip  a practical  impossibility. 


59 


A further  difficulty  to  any  proposal  to  the  use  of  the  saltings  as  a 
refuse  tip  involving  the  use  of  a substantial  number  of  vehicles  is  that 
of  access.  The  roads  leading  down  to  the  marsh  are  little  more  than 
country  lanes;  none  has  footpaths  and  their  use  by  the  large  capacity 
refuse  collection  vehicles  of  to-day  and  the  even  larger  vehicles  of  the 
future  would  constitute  a hazard  to  the  ordinary  user. 

Finally  the  marsh  has  been  scheduled  under  the  Town  & Country 
Planning  Acts  as  an  area  of  special  scientific  interest  and  planning 
objection  to  its  use  as  a refuse  disposal  site  might  well  prove  insuperable. 

Taking  the  above  factors  into  account  it  has  not  been  thought 
necessary  to  attemp  to  formulate  any  estimate  of  the  costs  involved  in 
using  the  marshes  as  a site  for  the  deposit  of  crude  refuse  but  it  is  clear 
that  a mere  recital  of  the  contingencies  to  be  provided  for  indicates 
that  the  cost  would  be  so  considerable  as  to  be  beyond  the  bounds  of 
practicability. 

Costs  of  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  vary  enormously.  The 
Ministry  Costing  Returns  show  a variation  ranging  between  a profit 
and  a cost  per  ton  of  28/3d.  The  cost  to  the  Urban  District  is  estimated 
at  between  7/-  and  10/-  per  ton. 

i.  (a)  Pulverisation 

'The  need  to  conserve  tipping  space  and  the  necessity  to  render 
crude  refuse  less  objectionable  and  therefore  acceptable  in  situations 
in  which  crude  refuse  would  be  inadmissable  has  led  to  a growing 
interest  in  pulverisation. 

The  crude  refuse  is  fed  into  a hopper  from  which  it  is  conveyed 
under  an  overband  electro  magnet  which  removes  ferrous  metal;  other 
salvageable  material  is  picked  off  and  the  remaining  refuse  is  fed  into 
a swing  hammer  mill  in  which  it  is  reduced  to  a homogenous  mass  in 
which  the  particle  size  does  not  exceed  3 to  4 inches  in  diameter.  The 
bulk  of  the  crude  refuse  is  reduced  by  50%  and  the  pulverized  material 
can  be  tipped  without  primary  cover.  One  authority  in  the  South  of 
England  operating  this  system  of  disposal  dealt  in  9 months  with 
12,821  tons  of  crude  refuse  at  a net  cost  of  £\  7s.  Id.  per  ton.  Clearly 
this  is  not  an  inexpensive  method  and  the  land  requirements,  although 
reduced  is  still  substantial. 

ii.  Incineration 

As  a method  of  disposal  incineration  shares  with  tipping  the 
distinction  of  mention  in  the  Old  Testament.  Was  not  refuse  taken 
from  Jerusalem  to  Tophet  in  the  Valley  of  Hinnom  to  be  burned? 

A typical  modern  incineration  plant  consists  of  screens  to  remove 
the  fine  dust  present  in  crude  refuse;  electro  magnetic  separator  for 
ferrous  metal  picking  belts  on  which  waste  paper,  textiles  and  other 
salvageable  material  is  extracted:  the  residue  comprising  from  25  % to 
33i%  of  the  initial  intake  of  crude  refuse  is  burned. 

3 /0 
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The  advantages  of  incineration  are: — 

(i)  it  is  a proved  hygienic  method  of  disposal. 

(ii)  it  affords  a good  salvage  recovery. 

(iii)  the  bulk  of  refuse  to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping  is  reduced. 

(iv)  such  residue  as  has  to  be  tipped  is  perfectly  innocuous 
and  can  be  utilised  for  landfill  where  crude  refuse  would 
be  unacceptable. 

Disadvantages  are:-; — 

(i)  high  capital  costs. 

(ii)  high  maintenance  cost  particularly  of  the  incinerator 
cells. 

(iii)  the  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

(iv)  amenity  objections  to  a high  smoke  stack.  Costs  of 
disposal  by  this  method  again  show  wide  variation.  In 
1960/61  they  varied  from  9/6d.  to  25/8d.  per  ton  in 
urban  districts  operating  it.  A new  (1958)  plant  in 
Glasgow  shows  a net  cost  of  21/6d.  per  ton.  A plant 
opened  last  month  at  Crewe  at  a cost  of  £100,000  to 
replace  an  installation  of  1934  has  not  been  in  operation 
long  enough  for  costs  to  be  available. 

In  a residential  district  such  as  Neston  there  would 
be  difficulty  in  finding  a site  for  an  incineration  plant 
because  of  the  appearance  of  the  buildings  and  the  risk 
of  dust  and  grit  emission  from  the  stack. 


iii.  Composting 

Mechanical  methods  of  composting  have  in  recent  years  excited 
interest  because  of  all  other  methods  they  demand  least  land  for  the 
disposal  of  the  residue.  The  bulk  of  the  intake  is  reduced  to  1 /40th. 
Moreover  there  is  a recognition  that  it  is  desirable  to  return  to  the  soil 
organic  material  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  plant  life.  This  latter 
consideration  might  be  thought  to  be  outside  the  scope  of  a report  on 
the  technical  aspects  of  refuse  disposal  but  it  cannot  be  ignored.  The 
increasing  loss  of  agricultural  land  to  other  uses  makes  it  imperative 
to  maintain  and  indeed  to  increase  the  fertility  of  the  remaining  land. 
It  has  been  truly  said  that  man  can  achieve  no  higher  ambition  than  to 
cause  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  only  one  grew  before.  It  might 
not  be  inappropriate  in  Freedom  from  Hunger  Year  to  speculate  on 
the  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  mankind  generally  and  in  particular 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  so  called  under  developed  countries  where  the 
growth  of  population  outstrips  the  means  of  subsistance,  if  large 
quantities  of  soil-rejuvenating  material  were  made  available.  In  Holland 
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large  tracts  ol  waste  land  in  the  centre  of  the  country  have  been  con- 
verted into  fertile  food  producing  areas  by  the  application  of  compost 
made  from  town  refuse.  No  apology  is  offered  for  this  philosophical 
digression. 

In  the  British  Isles  composting  plants  are  in  operation  in  Edin- 
burgh, Radcliffe,  Leatherhead  and  Bristol  and  are  being  installed  at 
Manchester  and  in  Leicester. 

A typical  plant  has  been  seen  in  operation  at  Radcliffe.  Here  the 
crude  refuse  is  shot  from  the  collection  vehicles  into  reception  hoppers 
equipped  with  a dust  extraction  device.  The  floor  of  the  hopper  is  a 
horizontal  plate  conveyor  which  carries  the  refuse  under  a height 
controlling  beam  and  deposits  it  on  an  elevator.  This  belt  conveyor 
takes  the  refuse  to  the  upper  floor  and  there  deposits  it  on  a horizontal 
picking  belt.  An  overband  electro-magnetic  extractor  removes  tins  and 
other  ferrous  metal  and  discharges  them  into  a chute-hopper  for 
subsequent  baling. 

Removal  of  rags,  clean  paper,  bottles  and  non-ferrous  metal  is 
done  manually  and  these  materials  are  fed  into  chutes  leading  to  the 
ground  floor  where  they  are  baled  or  bagged  for  disposal.  The  picking 
belt  is  provided  with  dust  extraction  equipment  and  overhead  radiant 
heaters  are  provided  for  the  comfort  of  operatives  in  cold  weather. 

At  the  end  of  the  picking  belt  the  remaining  raw  refuse  is  fed 
into  the  Dano  bio  stabiliser.  This  is  a metal  cylinder  70  feet  long  and 
10  feet  in  diameter  with  a capacity  of  some  125  tons  of  refuse.  The 
cylinder  is  continually  rotated  during  the  daytime  at  0.8  revolutions  per 
minute;  at  night  the  rotation  is  at  half  speed.  Moisture  is  added  in 
the  form  of  ammoniacal  gas  liquor  (but  sewage  sludge  can  be  and  at 
Leicester  will  be  used),  and  air  is  constantly  blown  through  the  mass  of 
turning  refuse.  i\s  a result  thermophilic  aerobic  bacteria  are  induced 
to  nitrify  the  putrescible  element  in  the  refuse,  the  temperature  of 
which  rises  to  130° — -140°F.  This  self  generated  heat  is  sufficient  to 
kill  any  pathogenic  organisms  which  may  be  present  and  also  animal 
parasites. 

At  the  end  of  five  days  the  contents  of  the  cylinder  are  discharged 
over  a vibrating  screen  and  the  screened  material  is  brown  earthy 
looking,  almost  inodourous  substance  which  has  a nitrogen,  phosphate 
and  potash  content  equivalent  to  good  farm  yard  manure.  In  this 
state  however,  it  cannot  be  applied  directly  to  the  soil  but  requires  a 
further  period  of  maturation  to  allow  the  carbon/nitrogen  ratio  to 
become  stabilised.  This  maturation  takes  place  in  the  stockpile  and 
is  - a completely  innocuous  process,  necessary  to  avoid  depletion  of 
nitrogen  by  its  utilisation  to  reduce  the  cellulose  and  thus  temporarily 
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depriving  plant  life  of  the  nitrogen.  This  is  a phenomenen  with  which 
agriculturists  are  well  acquainted  and  is  the  reason  why  they  choose 
not  to  apply  farm  yard  manure  to  their  land. 

The  capital  cost  of  the  entire  Radcliffe  plant  including  land 
buildings  and  site  works  amounted  to  .£82,000.  In  the  first  years 
operation  income  exceeded  expenditure  by  one  penny  per  ton  of  crude 
refuse  treated;  so  that  the  charge  to  rates  was  limited  to  repayment  of 
capital  and  interest.  For  the  first  15  year  period  this  charge  is  estimated 
at  23/10Jd.  per  ton  of  crude  refuse,  reducing  to  6/10Jd.  for  the  second 
15  year  period. 

There  are  other  systems  of  composting  either  in  operation  or  in 
course  of  being  installed  notably  at  Bristol  and  Manchester  where  the 
system  is  based  on  a series  of  horizontal  cells  developed  by  Mons.  Prat 
the  City  Engineer  of  Toulouse  and  introduced  into  this  country  by 
Refuse  Disposals  Ltd.,  of  London.  The  licensees  are  so  confident  of 
the  efficacy  of  their  system  that  they  are  themselves  prepared  to 
advance  the  necessary  finance,  repayment  being  made  from  sales  of 
compost.  In  this  district,  however,  output  would  be  insufficient  to 
amortise  over  a reasonable  period. 

There  are  at  least  two  other  composting  plants  at  present  in  the 
design  stage  both  of  which  are  claimed  to  be  less  expensive  than  the 
Dano.  I understand  that  one  of  these — the  Fermascreen  developed  by 
the  John  Thompson  group — will  be  shown  in  prototype  later  this  year. 

It  must  however  be  pointed  out  that  the  income  is  dependent  on 
an  outlet  for  the  salvaged  material  and  for  the  compost.  So  far  as 
salvage  is  concerned  the  market  is  often  capricious,  sensitive  as  it  is  to 
the  general  economic  state  of  the  Nation.  There  have  been  difficulties 
too  in  the  disposal  of  compost  from  some  plants  but  no  serious  diffi- 
culty has  been  encountered  at  Leatherhead  and  the  City  Engineer  of 
Leicester  is  on  record  as  saying  that  ‘If  a satisfactory  sales  service  was 
set  up  there  would  be  a big  demand  for  compost’. 

At  Bristol  where  a different  type  of  plant  is  in  operation  the 
designers  guarantee  to  dispose  of  all  compost  arising  at  a figure  of 
10-15  shillings  per  ton.  When  one  considers  that  peat,  which  contains 
no  manurial  element  whatsoever,  sells  for  15/-  to  25/-  per  cwt.  it  is 
not  difficult  to  conclude  that  the  Leicester  City  Engineer  could  be 
right  in  his  assessment  of  the  situation. 

Generally 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  building  of  the  former  Neston  Hygienic 
Laundry  situated  in  the  Old  Quarry  Lane  and  to  that  suitability  for 
use  as  garage  and  depot  accommodation.  There  is  provision  for  work 
shops  and  messing  accommodation  and  for  all  the  facilities  which  the 


63 


Council’s  present  premises  lack.  It  must  be  apparent  that  sooner  or 
later  the  present  depot  situated  as  it  is  in  the  Town  centre  will  become 
an  undesirable  feature  and  in  any  event  the  buildings  are  largely  near 
derelict  and  inadequate  and  their  replacement  over  due. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Old  Laundry  buildings  could  be  used  with 
little  adaptation  and,  moreover,  if  a mechanical  method  of  refuse 
disposal  were  to  be  adopted  they  would  be  ideal  for  the  purpose, 
particularly  as  composting  was  the  chosen  method  because  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  would  enable  sewage 
sludge  to  be  added  to  the  compost  thus  enhancing  its  nitrogen  content 
and  at  the  same  time  solving  the  problem  of  sludge  disposal. 

Conclusion 

1.  The  need  to  find  a solution  to  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal 
is  imperative  and  urgent. 

2.  The  complete  absence  of  tipping  sites  leaves  no  alternative  but 
to  consider  some  mechanical  method  of  disposal. 

3.  The  capital  and  operating  costs  of  any  existing  mechanical 
method  would  be  entirely  uneconomic  for  an  urban  district 
of  the  size  of  Neston. 

4.  The  prospect  of  a solution  being  found  from  the  deliberations 
of  the  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Disposal  in  the  Wirral  Penin- 
sula seems  unlikely  in  the  time  available  particularly  if  political 
considerations  prove  as  intractable  as  the  technical  difficulties. 

5.  A renewed  approach  should  be  made  to  adjoining  authorities 
known  to  have  a similar  problem  with  a view  to  a joint  scheme 
being  prepared. 
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Salvage 

The  following  table  shows  the  weight  and  value  of  the  material 
returned  to  industry  during  this  year. 


Material 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Value 

£•  s- 

d. 

Waste  Paper  .... 

166 

2 

0 

1376 

4 

10 

Rags 

...:  ....  6 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

Non-ferrous  Metal 

1 

10 

0 

90 

0 

0 

173 

12 

0 

£1586 

4 

10 

The  weight  and 

value  of  material  salvaged 

since 

1939  is 

• 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

2625 

13 

31 

23301 

12 

2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Notices 

Served 

Result  of 
Service  of 
Notice 

Prosecutions 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

Statutory 

Informal 

Complied 

With 

Outstanding 

Instituted 

Pending 

Dwelling  houses  : 
Inspected 

301 

27 

91 

83 

35 

Re  infectious  disease  .... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  on 
complaints  .... 

53 

4 

35 

36 

3 

. 

_ 

House  to  house 
inspection 

127 

9 

24 

33 



- 

. 

Overcrowding  .... 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

15 

• — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

134 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Theatres  and  cinemas  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  .... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  samples 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premises  used  for 

preparation  of  food  .... 

1215 

_____ 

63 

62 

1 

___ 

___ 

Fried  fish  shops 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises 

23 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Water  samples  .... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  animals 

61 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  .... 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sewers,  ventilators,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Back  passages 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  inspected 

18 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

,,  smoke  tested 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  water  tested 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  tanks  and  cesspools 

75 

— 

17 

15 

2 

— 

— 

Refuse  collection  and 
disposal 

371 

_ 

23 

23 

_____ 

__ __ _ 

_ 

Offensive  accumulations 

17 

— 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  mice  destruction 

81 

— 

29 

29 

— 

— 

— 

Pools,  ditches  and 
watercourses  .... 

7 

3 

3 

Privy  middens  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  conveniences 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  bins 

16 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Control  of  civil  buildings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Soil  samples  for 

pathogenesis  

_ 

_____ 

_____ 

. . 

_ , . 



____ 

Slaughterhouses  

69 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2675 

40 

328 

327 

41 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

7 

14 

1 

__ __ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

35 

16 

3 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  .... 

41 

104 

1 

Total 

83 

134 

5 

Defects  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  oT 
fences  relating  to  Out- 
work) 



Total 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 

The  factories  in  the  district  are  subjected  to  regular  inspection 
and  the  defects  discovered  have  been  remedied. 

Shops  and  Offices 

Inspections  under  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were  made 
to  secure  compliance  therewith. 

Camping  Sites 

One  site  for  3 residential  caravans  was  licensed  for  a temporary 


period  of  3 years. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  None 

(b)  Other  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  None 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested  : — 

(tf)  Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  None 

( b ) Other  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  None 


Schools 

The  schools  are  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 
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Housing 

During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 
1963  : — 

(a)  Permanent 

42 

206 

248 

(b)  Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  flats  provided  in  1963  .... 

10 

— 

10 

Totals 

52 

206 

258 

The  progress  made  since  the  building  programme  commenced 
is  shown  below  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 
1st  August,  1945  : — 

(a)  Permanent 

639 

1267 

1907 

( b ) Temporary 

75 

— 

75 

Number  of  flats  provided  since  1st 
August,  1945 

122 

8 

130 

Totals 

836 

1275 

2111 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  use  of  all  temporary  accommodation 
had  ceased. 


Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  has  pursued  an  active  policy  in  securing  the  provision 
of  modern  amenities  in  the  older  types  of  houses  and  during  the  year 
grants  were  made  in  respect  of  nineteen  properties.  It  is  a matter  for 
regret  that  these  facilities  are  not  more  widely  used. 

During  the  year  a ‘Better  Homes’  Exhibition  was  organised  and 
from  the  interest  shown  it  is  hoped  to  popularise  the  grant  system. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

Responsibility  for  licensing  the  use  of  special  designations  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  sets  out  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs  found  not  to  be 
fit  for  human  consumption. 


Article 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Reason  for 
Condemnation 

Butchers  Meat  .... 

83 

Bone  taint 

Canned  Ham 

104 

Damaged  containers 

Tinned  Fruit 

67 

Mouldy 

Tinned  Vegetables 

189 

Out  of  condition 

Tinned  Meat 

67 

Blown 

Fish 

12 

Blown 

Soups 

28 

Blown 

Tomatoes 

16 

Blown 

The  above  sets  out  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs  found  not  to  be  fit 
for  human  consumption.  Condemnation  certificates  in  the  form 
requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  supplied  in  each  case. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954 

There  are  2 licensed  slaughtermen. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse. 
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Premises  registered  under  Section  6 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Type 

Number 

Sale  of  Ice-cream 

38 

Manufacture  of  Ice-cream 

1 

Manufacture  of  Sausages,  etc. 

8 

Food  Premises 

Type  of  Business 

Number 

Butchers 

9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

6 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

31 

Fishmongers  \ 

Greengrocers  J 

18 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

3 

Cafes 

7 

Hotels  and  Residential  Clubs 

4 

Works  Canteens.  .. 

3 

Sweetmeats 

3 

Delicatessen 

1 

Educational  Establishments 

11 

Canteens 

3 

Licensed  premises 

13 

Shrimp  Dealers 

6 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 

part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

i 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

nil 

nil 

36 

2445 

116 

nil 

Number  inspected 

nil 

— 

36 

2445 

116 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

nil 

10 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

. 



nil 

873 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  .... 

27.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  cond’n’d 

— 

— 

nil 

nil 

nil 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned.... 



____ 



nil 

ml 



Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

. 

- 





- 



Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion 

_____ 





. 



Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 



— 

— 



— 

— 
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Adulteration 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Neston  Urban  district  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1963. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce  .... 

1 

1 

Butter 

1 

_ 

Carrots 

1 

— 

Cream,  Double 

1 

— 

Dripping 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Lettuce 

1 

— 

Lard 

1 

— 

Milk  

26 

1 

Mushrooms 

1 

— 

Milk  Shake  Syrup . ... 

1 

— 

Pears 

1 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Pork 

2 

1 

Sprouts 

1 

— 

Table  Cream 

1 

— 

Whisky 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

43 

3 

Particulars  of  non-standard  samples 
Neston  Urban  District 


No. 

Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Beans  in 
Tomato 
Sauce 

2 rounded  dark  particles 

1 of  clay  or  similar 
material,  the  other  had 
the  appearance  of  clin- 
ker 

Suppliers  fined  £ 5 and 
£3  5s.  Od.  costs 

2 

Milk 

3.3%  deficient  in  fat 

Producer  cautioned 

3 

Pork 

Sausage 

180  ppm.  sulphur  dioxide 
preservative 
(undeclared) 

Seller  cautioned 
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Shellfish 

There  are  no  layings  in  the  district.  The  delicacies  known  as 
Parkgate  Shrimps,  which  enjoy  a more  than  local  reputation,  although 
prepared  and  despatched  from  the  neighbourhood  are  caught  in  the 
wide  estuary  of  the  River  Dee. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  in  areas  in  which 
test  baiting  indicated  the  presence  of  rats.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
surface  infestation  in  these  areas. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  registered  Pet  Shops. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

195  cases  of  notifiable  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  occurred 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  following  table. 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1963 


Tuberculosis 
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WIRRAL  URBAN  DISTRICT 

This  district  was  constituted  under  the  Chester  Review  Order, 
1st  April,  1933.  It  includes  the  Parishes  of  Heswall,  Barnston, 
Gavton,  Irby,  Pensby,  Thurstaston  and  parts  of  Brimstage,  Thornton 
Hough  and  Arrowe. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5,639 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid- 1963)  22,870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ...  ...  7,866 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £857,5 1 7 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  ^3,520 


The  district  is  mainly  residential  and  agricultural,  but  employ- 
ment is  provided  by  inshore  fishing,  public  transport,  the  building 
trades,  a laundry  and  a factory  manufacturing  clothing. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1954 — 1963  in 
Wirral: — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000  of  Population 

1954 

17,160 

35 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.0 

1955 

17,530 

29 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+1.6 

1956 

18,130 

18 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+1.0 

1957 

18,630 

68 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+3.6 

1958 

19,450 

113 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+5.8 

1959 

10,280 

109 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+5.3 

1960 

21,190 

111 

more 

births  than  deaths  

+5.2 

1961 

21,590 

95 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.4 

1962 

22,070 

204 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+9.2 

1963 

22,870 

184 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+8.0 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1963 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  22,870  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

402 

196 

206 

Illegitimate 

11 

7 

4 

Totals 

413 

203 

210 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population 

18.0 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  

18.0 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 



18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births 

2.6 

Stillbirths 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

5 

4 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  ....  11.9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales  17.3 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  418 


79 


Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

2 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  ....  9.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  7.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90.9 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  20.9 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7.2 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  7.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19.1 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  — 


Deaths  Total  Males  Females 

229  109  120 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  10.0 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9.7 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  12.2 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  39 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1954 — 1963 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1954 

224 

13.1 

1955 

233 

13.3 

1956 

227 

12.5 

1957 

238 

12.7 

1958 

206 

10.5 

1959 

250 

12.3 

1960 

248 

11.7 

1961 

288 

13.3 

1962 

240 

10.8 

1963 

229 

10.0 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1963 


Number  of 

Age  Deaths 


Under  4 weeks 

Under  1 year  

1 year  and  under  5 

5 years  and  under  15  

15  years  and  under  25  

25  years  and  under  35  

35  years  and  under  45  

45  years  and  under  55  

55  years  and  under  65  

65  years  and  under  75  

75  years  and  over  

Total 


3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

17 

34 

51 

116 

229 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1954 — 1963 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1 ,000  live  births)  : — 


Year 

Wirral 

England  and  Wales 

1954 

11.6 

25.5 

1955 

34.3 

24.9 

1956 

8.2 

23.8 

1957 

9.8 

23.0 

1958 

25.0 

22.5 

1959 

16.7 

22.0 

1960 

8.3 

21.7 

1961 

13.0 

21.4 

1962 

20.2 

21.4 

1963 

9.6 

20.9 

Infantile  Deaths 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3 4 
weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

c n 

1 G 
-1 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Congenital 

Malformation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Prematurity  .... 

1 

1 

Accident 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

82 


Causes  of  Death 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

2. 

— 

— 

— • 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

• — - 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

■ — - 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— ■ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

■ — * 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

- — - 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast.  .. 

— ■ 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  ....  ....  . .. 

16 

5 

21 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

1 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

— • 

- — - 

- — - 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

25 

36 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

33 

20 

53 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

3 

9 

12 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

8 

18 

26 

21. 

Other  ciroulatory  disease 

4 

3 

7 

22. 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

14 

20 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system... 

- — - 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Z, 

4 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  ....  .... 

5 

9 

14 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— • 

■ — • 

— • 

34. 

All  other  accidents  .... 

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— • 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

109 

120 

229 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1963  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 

Details  are  given  on  page  3. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  were  undertaken  by  the 
Chester  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by 
County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for  this 
area.  The  ambulance  service  is  under  Radio  Control  and  is  operated 
from  County  Hall,  Chester.  Telephone  No.  Chester  26561. 


Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
four  District  Nurse  Midwives  are  employed  by  them  to  serve  this 
Urban  District. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 


The  following  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council:- 

Child  Welfare 

Place  Each  Month 

Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  ....  Every  Monday 
Methodist  Church  Hall,  Irby  1st  and  3rd 

Wednesdays 

Church  Hall,  Pensby  ....  ....  2nd  and  4th 

Tuesdavs 

j 

School  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  ....  2nd  Tuesday 

Ante-Natal 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  are  held  at  : — - 
Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  Every  Thursday  ....  9-30  a.m. 

The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance. 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Physiotherapist  every  Thursday  at  1.30  p.m. 


Time. 
1-45  p.m. 

1- 45  p.m. 

2- 00  p.m. 

1-45  p.m. 


Paediatric 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 

Ophthalmic 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 

Speech  Therapy 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 

Dental 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 

Hearing  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 

Young  Children’s  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall 


2nd  and  4th 

Tuesdays  ....  10-30  a.m. 


1st  and  3rd  Fridays  9-00  a.m. 

Every  Wednesday  9-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

Every  Wednesday  9-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  9-30  to 

Tuesdays  11-30  a.m. 

1st  and  3rd 

Tuesdays  ....  2.00  p.m. 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 


Every  Monday 
Every  Tuesday 
Every  Thursday 


...  2-0  p.m.  Adults 
...  2-0  p.m.  Adults 
...  9-30  a.m.  Adults 
to  2-0  p.m.  and 
Children 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 


Each  Month. 

Every  Monday 


Time. 
1-30  p.m. 


Cleaver  Hospital 


Every  Tuesday 
Every  Thursday 


1-30  p.m. 
1.45  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases 

St.  James  Hospital, 
Tollemache  Road, 
Birkenhead. 
(Clinic  Annexe) 


Chester  Royal  Infirmary 


Every  Monday 


Every  Wednesday 


Every  Friday 


Every  Monday 


....  2-0  p.m.  to 
6-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female 
....  10-0  a.m.  to 
12-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 
....  2-0  p.m.  to 
6-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 
4.30  p.m. 
Females 


Every  Wednesday 
Every  Saturday 


5.0  p.m. 


Males 

....  11.0  a.m. 

Males 


Hospitals 

The  Hospitals  of  the  District,  both  Voluntary  and  Public  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Wirral  is 
in  the  area  of  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  hospital  at  Clatterbridge  still  admits  a large  number  of  patients 
from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Royal  Liverpcol  Children’s  Hospital,  Heswall,  accommodates 
173  patients.  It  is  the  country  branch  of  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  was  designed  originally  for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic 
cases.  The  Hospital  admits  patients  from  this  area.  It  is  equipped  wTith 
a steam  disinfector. 
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The  Cleaver  Sanatorium  primarily  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  now  admits  patients  with  other  chest  complaints. 

The  Maternity  Home  at  Oldfield  Way,  Heswall,  which  has  ac- 
commodation for  13  maternity  patients  is  now  under  the  management 
of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease  is 
situated  at  Warrington. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange  for 
removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  of  aged  and  infirm  persons 
who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  Much  time  and  patience  are  needed  in 
order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases  have  been 
investigated,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  hospital  treatment  where 
necessary. 


Mortuaries 


There  is  now  no  mortuary  in  Heswall. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 

On  the  1st  October,  1963,  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  which 
hitherto  had  supplied  water  to  the  Urban  District  combined  with 
other  similar  undertakings  in  the  peninsula  to  form  the  Wirral  Water 
Board. 

The  main  source  of  water  supplied  to  the  District  is  from  the 
River  Dee  at  Chester,  the  water  being  treated  at  Sutton  Hall. 

All  permanent  dwellings  have  a separate  piped  supply  of  water, 
standpipes  being  used  only  in  connection  with  a small  number  of 
bungalows  which  are  normally  occupied  only  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital  has  an  independent 
supply  from  a 300'  deep  borehole  but  in  any  emergency  water  for  use 
in  the  Hospital  is  readily  available  from  the  public  mains. 

None  of  the  waters  supplied  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  and 
routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  gave  consistently 
satisfactory  results. 

Comparatively  few  complaints  were  received  and  these  usually 
referred  to  discolouration  caused  by  turbulence  in  the  mains  arising 
from  exceptionally  heavy  demands  for  water  for  fire  fighting  or  some 
similar  purpose.  Flushing  of  the  affected  mains  invariably  removed 
the  cause  of  the  complaint. 

Appended  hereunder  are  details  of  the  number  of  houses  and  of 
population  supplied  by  public  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by 
means  of  standpipes. 


Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

(a) 

Houses  direct 

7,830 

22,770 

(b) 

Standpipes  .... 

36 

100 

Consumption 

The  estimated  daily  average  consumption  per  head  was  50  gallons. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Council  continued  to  make  progress  towards  its  objective  of 
making  adequate  provision  for  satisfactory  drainage  in  all  parts  of  the 
District.  During  the  year  the  Heswall  Hills  Relief  sewer  was  completed 
and  work  on  the  Gayton  Scheme  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

With  the  termination  of  this  latter  contract  all  major  improvements 
will  have  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  North  Wirnd 
Outfall  Sewerage  Scheme.  The  impasse  referred  to  in  previous  reports, 
which  exists  because  of  differences  of  opinion  between  the  constituent 
authorities,  still  continues.  After  a long  period  of  stalemate  there  have 
been  meetings  of  the  technical  officers  and  there  now  appears  to  be 
some  prospect  of  a compromise  solution. 

Wanton  damage  to  the  covers  of  the  sewage  recorder  tanks  in 
Barnston  Dale  resulted  in  more  complaints  of  offensive  smells.  There 
were  also  complaints  of  odours  from  the  enlarged  Heswall  Sewage 
Disposal  Works.  These  works  are  to  be  further  extended  to  cope  with 
drainage  from  the  Gayton  area  and  provision  will  then  be  made  for  the 
automatic  spraying  of  a suitable  odour  control  compound  onto  the 
sludge  drying  beds.  As  a temporary  expedient  arrangements  are  being 
made  for  the  control  compound  to  be  added  to  the  sludge. 


Rivers  and  streams 

One  case  of  minor  pollution  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory  effluent 
from  a septic  tank  receiving  the  drainage  from  four  cottages  was 
remedied,  extensive  repairs  to  the  septic  tank  are  in  hand. 

Complaints  concerning  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  two  water- 
courses were  dealt  with  informally  and  resulted  in  those  responsible 
effecting  the  appropriate  improvements. 


Closet  accommodation 

The  number  of  premises  having  pail  closets  is  as  follows: — 
Permanent  Dwellings  ....  2 

Temporary  Structures  ....  38 


Open  spaces 

There  are  now  some  241.81  acres  of  public  open  space  in  the 
District. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  provides  a service  for  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
from  domestic  premises  and  a twice  weekly  collection  from  certain 
shops,  schools  and  institutions.  In  addition  there  is  a service  for  the 
removal  of  bulky  refuse  such  as  discarded  furniture  and  garden  refuse. 
This  is  greatly  appreciated  by  householders  who  willingly  pay  the  cost 
of  the  necessary  labour  and  transport. 

It  is  still  impossible  to  recruit  sufficient  local  labour  for  this  work, 
consequently  it  is  necessary  to  employ  men  from  Merseyside. 

The  construction  of  houses  and  shops  in  this  popular  residential 
area  continues  at  a comparatively  high  rate.  Not  only  are  there  more 
properties  to  be  serviced  but  the  refuse  becomes  bulkier  and  these 
factors  combine  to  create  conditions  which  are  placing  an  increasing 
strain  on  the  transport  which  consists  of  two  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Fore 
& Aft  Tipping  vehicles  and  a 50  cu.  yd.  Pakamatic  machine.  The 
substitution  of  a second  Pakamatic  machine  for  one  of  the  Fore  & Aft 
Tippers  is  unavoidable  if  a satisfactory  collection  service  is  to  be 
maintained. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  in  a small 
valley  on  land  which  the  Council  owns  off  Station  Road,  Thurstaston; 
the  work  of  levelling,  consolidating  and  covering  being  undertaken  by 
one  man  using  mechanical  equipment. 

The  Working  Party  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon 
possible  solutions  to  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  Wirral 
Peninsula  has  made  no  tangible  progress  and  in  these  circumstances 
informal  discussions  have  been  commenced  with  the  adjoining  Urban 
District  of  Neston  to  examine  the  possibility  of  a combined  scheme  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse. 


Statistics 


No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  collected  ....  ....  8400 

No.  of  bins  emptied  per  week  ...  ....  ....  ...  ....  9400 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  premises  (per  visit)  £44.09 


Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  bins  collected 

(per  collection)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  £39.40 
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Salvage 

The  majority  of  residents  assist  by  pre-separating  materials  having 
value  as  salvage  and  approximately  2 tons  of  paper  and  cardboard  are 
being  sold  each  month.  In  spite  of  this  comparatively  satisfactory 
achievement  considerable  quantities  are  being  lost  in  domestic  refuse. 
It  is  the  practice  to  collect  these  materials  into  trailers  at  the  same  time 
as  bins  are  emptied  and  the  problem  is  to  find  trailers  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  ensure  that  they  are  not  loaded  before  the  refuse  vehicle  is 
ready  for  tipping. 

Labour  and  transport  costs  continue  to  rise  and  although  there 
has  been  no  corresponding  increase  in  prices  paid  for  salvage  the  net 
for  the  year  was  approximately  £900. 

The  following  are  details  of  materials  sold  during  the  year: — 


Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 


Mixed  Paper 

252 

11 

3 

1957 

11 

7 

Cardboard  .... 

110 

6 

3 

1048 

4 

4 

Newspaper  .... 

128 

7 

3 

1059’ 

4 

4 

Textiles 

13 

8 

0 

254 

5 

0 

Metals 

2 

9 

1 

40 

12 

6 

507 

3 

2 

4360 

7 

9 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 
Inspections  made  during  the  year  ended  31st  December  1963 


Notices  Served 

t 

Result  c 
of  N 

f Service 
otices 

c n 

C 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

Informal 

Statutory 

Complied 

With 

Remaining 

in  hand 

o 

• rH 

4— * 

d 

o 

CD 

CO 

O 

u 

Ck 

No. 

Dwelling  Houses: — 

Inspected  on  Complaints 

1366 

54 

6 

31 

29 

— 

Re-Infectious  Diseases 

88 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-Infestations 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  on  Complaints 

422 

12 

1 

3 

10 

— 

House  to  House  Inspection  .... 

536 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  .. 

173 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Factories  Acts: — 

With  mechanical  power 

67 

5 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Without  mechanical  power  .... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Building  Sites. ... 

35 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Milk  Samples 

260 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Shops  Acts  Inspections  . . 
Premises  used  for  Preparation 

356 

27 

— 

6 

21 

— 

of  Food 

110 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

316 

28 

— 

14 

14 

— 

Food  Inspections 

73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollv  Ice 

Samples 

380 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises 

9 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers 

Carts  .... 

35 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Water  Supply 

367 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  .... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs,  Fowls  and  other  Animals 

82 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Schools  .... 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Sewers,  Ventilators,  etc. 

136 

■ 

1 

Carried  forward 

4921 

131 

7 

63 

75 

— 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — continued 
Inspections  made  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963 


Notices 

Served 

Result  ol 
of  N 

Service 

otices 

C/D 

c 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  made 

rH 

03 

O 

V4-4 

£ 

HH 

& 

o 

■*-* 

a 

•*-» 

CO 

•a 

•J3  J3 
a.t; 

O 

bfl 

Ct) 

£ c 

<D  . 

Pi 

o 

♦ 

3 

o 

<u 

C/3 

O 

u, 

Oh 

Brought  forward  ... 

No. 

4921 

131 

7 

63 

•75 

Drains  Inspected 

1258 

21 

— 

13 

8 

— 

Excavations  made 

47 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Tested 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Tested 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Buildings 

139 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flooding .... 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools 

112 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Pail  Closets,  Water  Closets 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

697 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dustbins 

140 

17 

— 

14 

3 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

132 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act: — - 

Test  Baiting  of  Sewers 

135 

Agricultural  Property 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Dwellings 

1178 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Business  Premises 

221 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Local  Authority  Property 

152 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Complaints  Visited 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pools,  Ditches,  etc 

182 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act  Inspections  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

168 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Notices  outstanding  from  1962 

— 

117 

10 

75 

52 

— 

Totals 

9715 

294 

17 

167 

144 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Inspections 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

7 

10 

- 



(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

45 

67 

5 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

72 

35 

2 

Total 

124 

112 

7 

— 

Defects  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

srred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

1 

Total 

7 

13 

— 

1 

— 
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Licensed  Premises 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  various  premises  licensed  for  re- 
tailing intoxicating  drinks  and  any  necessary  repairs  and  improvements 
were  undertaken  by  the  proprietors. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

In  September  this  Council  became  the  authority  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  those  sections  of  the  Shops  Act  previously  undertaken  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  routine  inspections  of  shop  premises 
were  undertaken  and  in  twenty-seven  instances  informal  action  was 
taken  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Camping  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  four  sites  licensed  for  the  seasonable  use  of  trailer 
caravans,  two,  being  comparatively  small  with  standings  for  a total  of 
12  caravans,  have  licences  which  are  subject  to  annual  renewal.  The 
remaining  sites  have  accommodation  for  a total  of  184  caravans  and 
their  licences  are  continuing.  These  latter  sites  have  flush  toilets,  wash 
hand  basins,  shower  baths  and  facilities  for  washing  clothing. 

In  addition,  two  Merseyside  Youth  Organisations  have  camps  in 
the  area  where  their  members  may  pass  their  week-ends  in  pleasant 
surroundings. 

Although  permanent  buildings  are  provided  for  administration, 
catering  and  sanitary  services,  the  sleeping  accommodation  is  limited 
and  is  augmented  by  tents  during  the  summer  months. 

As  the  persons  attracted  to  this  form  of  dwelling  are  becoming 
more  and  more  discriminating,  the  owners  of  all  sites  are  anxious  to 
maintain  and  if  possible  improve  amenities. 

There  is  no  licensed  site  for  caravans  intended  for  permanent 
occupation. 


Number  of  Tents  and  Caravans  in  the  District  for  the 
Year  ended  31st  December  1963 


Ward 

Caravans 

Tents 

Residential 

Occupation 

Seasonal 

Occupation 

Barnston  . 

15 

Gayton  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Heswall  .... 

— 

17 

24 

Irby 

— 

12 

— 

Pensby  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Thurstaston 

117 

Totals  .... 

— 

146 

39 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

The  Council  is  a member  of  both  the  National  Society  for  Clean 
Air  and  the  West  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Regional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee. 

Routine  observations  were  made  of  smoke  emission  from  non- 
domestic chimneys  and  these  confirmed  that  steam  raising  installations 
were  used  efficiently. 

All  dwellings  built  during  the  year  had  approved  smokeless  fuel 
appliances  and  several  existing  houses  were  adapted  for  smokeless 
combustion.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a standard  improvement  grant  is 
not  available  to  encourage  householders  to  substitute  modern  appliances 
for  out-moded  firegrates. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

This  district  has  no  public  swimming  bath  but  there  are  private 
swimming  baths  at  a boys’  camp  and  a boys’  boarding  school,  the  former 
being  equipped  for  the  filtration  and  chlorination  of  water. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  infested  : 


(») 

Council  Houses 

None. 

(b) 

Other  Houses 

None. 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested 
(a)  Council  Houses 

None. 

(b) 

Other  Houses 

None. 

Schools 

The  educational  establishments  in  this  district  consist  of  the 
following  : — 

One  Secondary  Modern,  three  County  Primary,  one  C.  of  E. 
(Controlled),  two  C.  of  E.  and  five  private  schools,  and  one  Infants 
school. 
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Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  a number  of 
Primary  and  Junior  Schools  not  having  an  adequate  supply  of  hot 
water  for  washing  hands. 

During  the  year  a piped  supply  of  hot  water  was  provided  over  the 
wash  hand  basins  at  one  of  these  Junior  Schools  and  the  Education 
Authority  has  assured  this  Council  that  other  schools  will  be  brought 
up  to  the  approved  standard  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

A new  Infant  School  has  been  provided  at  Pensby  and  extensions 
and  improvements  are  in  progress  at  the  Dawpool  C.  of  E.  School.  It 
is  anticipated  that  work  will  soon  be  commenced  on  a new  Primary 
School  for  Barnston  and  that  extensions  will  be  made  to  the  Heswall 
Primary  School. 


HOUSING 

New  Accommodation 

During  the  year  256  houses  and  20  flats  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  and  24  houses  and  8 flats  by  the  Council. 


Since  the  1st  August  1945,  the  following  progress  has  been  made: — 


Description 

Local 

Private 

Authority 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 

1st  August,  1945 

(a)  Permanent 

643 

2764 

3407 

( b ) Houses  and  Shops 

2 

— 

2 

(c)  Pre-fabricated 

40- 

— 

40 

Number  of  war  damaged  houses 

erected  since  1st  August,  1945 

— 

4 

4 

Number  of  flats  provided 

6 

14 

20 

Totals  

691 

2782 

3473 

Demolition  and  Clearance 

During  the  year  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two 
unfit  dwellings  and  action  initiated  for  the  clearance  of  a terrace  of 
three  cottages  and  an  adjoining  house.  Three  families  were  rehoused 
from  dwellings  which  are  to  be  demolished  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
early  in  the  new  year  all  the  families  from  twelve  cottages  in  a confirmed 
Clearance  Area  will  have  been  rehoused. 
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Repairs  and  Maintenance 

The  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  contractors  to  undertake  general 
repairs  to  proprty  continues  and  consequently,  although  owners 
generally  were  prepared  to  give  instructions  for  necessary  repairs  to  be 
carried  out,  considerable  delay  was  experienced  before  works  of  a less 
urgent  nature  were  completed. 


Rent  Act,  1957 

There  were  no  applications  for  the  issue  or  revocation  of  Certifi- 
cates of  Disrepair. 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  grants  were  made  in  respect  of  eleven  properties, 
two  of  which  were  occupied  by  tenants.  The  tenant  of  a third  house 
which  the  owner  wished  to  improve  was  adamant  in  refusing  her 
consent. 

A total  of  125  dwellings  have  been  brought  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard  with  the  help  of  these  grants. 


Welfare  of  Agricultural  Workers 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  farms  and  agricultural  holdings  to 
ensure  that  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  the  workers  was  both 
adequate  and  satisfactory.  In  one  instance  informal  action  was  taken 
to  effect  the  necessary  improvements. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  was 
maintained  and  the  results  were  as  follows: — 


Description 

No. 

of 

Samples 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

49* 

39 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

7 1*# 

67 

3 

69 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised).... 

85*** 

79 

2 

81 

— 

— 

— 

Homogenised  Tuber- 
culin Tested  (Past’d) 

14 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

41 

— 

— 

41 

— 

Totals 

260 

199 

12 

164 

1 

41 

— 

* 3 Samples  Test  Void. 

**  1 Sample  Test  Void. 

***  4 Samples  Test  Void. 

Details  of  milks  failing  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  standards 
were  sent  to  the  authorities  supervising  production  and  in  every 
instance  appropriate  action  was  taken  forthwith. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  this  district,  the  present  slaughtering 
requirements  being  met  by  : — 

(a)  Private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Neston  and  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port. 

(b)  Public  abattoirs  in  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

Vehicles  used  for  transporting  meat  were  inspected  from  time  to 
time  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  very  good. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 


Commodity  Surrendered 

Quantity 

Anchovies 

7 Bottles 

Beef 

3£  lbs. 

Biscuits 

12  lbs. 

Butter  .... 

i lb. 

Cream  .... 

1 Bottle 

Currants 

56  lbs. 

Margarine 

2\  lbs. 

Oranges 

26  lbs. 

Orange  Juice  ... 

1 Bottle 

Orange  Juice 

1 Tin 

Sultanas 

30  lbs. 

Rusks  .... 

1 Pkt. 

Tomato  Juice  .... 

4 Tins 

Walnuts 

56  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  .... 

142  Tins 

Canned  Meat  .... 

39  Tins 

Canned  Milk 

2 Tins 

Canned  Poultry 

5 Tins 

Canned  Preserves 

3 Tins 

Canned  Rice  Puddings 

10  Tins 

Canned  Soups.  .. 

5 Tins 

Canned  Tapioca  Puddings 

4 Tins 

Canned  Vegetables 

174  Tins 

Assorted  Frozen  Foods 

1326  Pkts. 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation 
and  retailing  of  food  and  any  necessary  improvements  to  buildings  or 
equipment  were  undertaken  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

The  practice  was  continued  of  giving  talks  on  food  hygiene  to  the 
members  of  various  organisations  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
discrimination  of  customers  exerts  considerable  influence  in  encouraging 
retailers  and  their  employees  to  maintain  satisfactory  standards. 
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Ice  Cream 

Four  premises  are  registered  for  manufacturing  ice  cream  but  only 
one  is  at  present  used  for  this  purpose.  A further  seventy-two  premises 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  this  commodity. 


Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  gave  the  following  results: — 


Class  of  Mix 

No.  of 
Samples 

Provis 

ional  G 

rade  Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Cold  Mix  ....  

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Heat  Treated  

296 

219 

70 

7 

— 

Totals 

300 

223 

70 

7 

— 

In  addition,  eighty  lolly  ices  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Adulteration 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Wirral  Urban  District  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Apricot  Conserve 

1 

Apples... 

1 



Beef  Suet  Shredded  .... 

1 

Brandv  Flavouring  .... 

1 

Butter 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

— 

Crab,  Dressed 

1 

— 

Cream  Cake  .... 

1 

— 

Cauliflower 

1 

— 

Cabbage 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts  .... 

1 



Flour,  S.R 

2 

Fishcakes 

1 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Jelly,  Table  .... 

1 

— 

Milk 

47 

— 

Mushrooms  .... 

1 

— 

Margarine  (10%  Butter) 

1 

— 

Pickles,  Mixed 

1 

— 

Pears  ... 

1 

— 

Plums  .... 

1 

— 

Peanuts 

1 

1 

Rum  ... 

1 

— 

Soft  Drink 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Pork.  .. 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Beef.. 

1 

— 

Sugar  .... 

1 

— 

Sausage 

1 

— 

Strawberries,  Frozen 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

Tomatoes 

1 

— 

Totals  .... 

80 

1 

103 


Particulars  of  non-standard  samples 
Wirral  Urban  District 


No. 

Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Peanuts 

Contained  a small  amount 
of  foreign  vegetable 
matter  containing  fibres 
resembling  those  of  jute 

Public  Health  Department 
notified 
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Shellfish 

Thirteen  domestic  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of 
shrimps  for  sale.  From  time  to  time  these  premises  are  inspected  and 
in  one  instance  it  was  necessary  to  require  the  person  carrying  on  the 
business  to  undertake  redecoration  of  the  preparation  room. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  this  district  during  the 

year. 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

One  whole-time  rodent  operative  is  employed  by  the  Council. 
Unfortunately,  as  a result  of  illness,  this  employee  has  been  absent 
from  work  for  a period  of  six  months  and  during  this  time  alternative 
arrangements  were  made  for  dealing  with  any  infestations. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  during  the  year:- 


Type  of  Property 

Total  No.  of 
Properties 
Infested  by 

Rats  and  Mice 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 
as  result  of 

Total  No.  of 
Properties 
treated  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

Notifi- 

cation 

Other- 

wise 

Agricultural 

6 

27 

12 

4 

Private  Dwellings 

126 

899 

279 

126 

Business  Premises 

15 

103 

118 

15 

Local  Authority 

9 

— 

152 

9 

Totals  . 

156 

1029 

561 

154 

In  addition,  test  baiting  was  commenced  in  December  and  this 
disclosed  slight  infestation  in  one  length  of  sewer.  Appropriate  action 
has  been  taken  to  destroy  the  rats. 

The  treatment  of  domestic  premises  is  undertaken  as  a rate-borne 
service.  Contracts  worth  approximately  .£70  were  negotiated  in  respect 
of  business  and  agricultural  premises. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  registered  Pet  Shops  in  the  district. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

An  application  has  been  received  from  the  owner  of  a boarding 
establishment  for  the  premises  to  be  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  which  comes  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1964. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

408  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  were  re- 
corded during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  cases  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1963 


Tuberculosis 
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